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A SHORT NOTE,
Early History of the Seminoles in Florida

In the middle 1700s a group of Creek Indians left British dominated Georgia and moved
to north Florida, which was controlled by the Spanish. Their dominant language came
from the Hitchiti which evolved into Mikasuki. The came down the west coast of Florida
to Lake Okeechobee. Other Seminoles were Muskogee which means wild tribes, and
they still speak 2 tongues. :

1. 1817-1818. First Seminole War. Andrew Jackson with 1500 soldiers and 2000
Creek warriors invaded Spanish Florida. They burned and looted Seminole villages.
The Suwannee River area Indians molved south to central and south Florida. The
Treaty of Moultrie, 1823, attempted to move the Seminoles on to a reservation in
central Florida.

2. 1835-1842, Second Seminole War. In 1832 at Paynes Landing a treaty was forced
on the Seminoles making them exchange their Florida land for land in Oklahoma. In
1835, Major Dade lost 108 soldiers at the Dade Massacre Battle. Alligator and
Jumper were the Seminole leaders. :

3. 1855-1858. Third Seminole War. In 1855 the Army surveyed Indian land in Big
Cypress Swamp. They were attacked by Chief Billy Bowlegs and 30 warriors. Chief
Bowlegs later surrendered 123 of his followers, and 41 captured Seminoles were sent
to Oklahoma. Only 200 Seminoles were able to hide.

In truth, most of the 1800s were conflict years between the Seminole Indians and the
white settlers. The squabbles began over who owned what cattle, the cattle being caught
from wild Florida. Then came the arguments over land. The whites kept taking land
away from the Seminoles. The Seminoles thought land was for everyone and couldn’t
understand the white mans’ claim to owning lands. Then came the heated discussion of
the Seminoles taking in black slaves that had been owned by the white plantation owners.
The Seminoles welcomed the blacks to teach them about agriculture. The Seminoles
thought the white man crazy to worship a man who had been crucified. The Seminoles
could not understand the white mans’ treatment of their wives. Their wives were treated
like lowly servants while the Seminoles were often a matriarchal society even to their
women planning wars. Dr. Mahon once told me there was no way the whites and
Seminoles could live together in peace. Dr. Mahon is the author of “The Second Indian
War 1835 to 1842”. '

Edward T. Winn
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Sept. 18, 1823. | 7 Stat, 224. | Proclamation, Jan. 2, 1824, TREWYY

Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties. Vol. Il (Treaties). Compiled and edited by Charles J.
Kappler. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1904.
Home | Disclaimer & Usage | Table of Contents | Index

Vol. ll, Pages 203-205 | Page 204 | Page 205

[ Vol. ll, Pages 205-207 | Additional Article.

Vol. Il, Page Images | Page 203 | Page 204 | Page 205 | Page 206 | Page 207
Margin Notes:

Said Indians to continue under the protection of United States.

Said Indians to be confined to the following metes and bounds.

United States to take the Florida Indians under their care, etc.

United States to guaranty peaceable possession of the district assigned them, on certain conditions.
- Corn, meat, etc., to be allowed them for twelve months. '

An agent, etc., to be appointed to reside among them.

Indians to prevent any fugitive slaves from taking shelter among them, etc.

A commissioner and surveyor to be appointed.

Grounds on which the objections of said tribes to certain lands are founded.

Said Indians request the grant in fee simple of certain lands to Colonel Humphreys and S. Richards.

— Additional Article.
L Additional article

ARTICLE I. THE undersigned chiefs and warriors, for themselves and their tribes, have
appealed to the humanity; and thrown themselves on, and have promised to continue
under, the protection of the United States, and of no other nation, power, or sovereign;
and, in consideration of the promises and stipulations hereinafter made, do cede and
relinquish all claim or title which they may have to the whole territory of Florida, with the
exception of such district of country as shall herein be allotted to them.

ARTICLE Il. The Florida tribes of Indians will hereafter be concentrated and confined to
the following metes and boundaries: commencing five miles north of Okehumke, running
in a direct line to a point five miles west of Setarky's settlement, on the waters of
Amazura, (or Withlahuchie river, ) leaving said settlement two miles south of the line;
from thence, in a direct line, to the south end of the Big Hammock, to include
Chickuchate; continuing, in the same direction, for five miles beyond the said Hammock--
provided said point does not approach nearer than fifteen miles the sea coast of the Gulf
of Mexico; if it does, the said line will terminate at that distance from the sea coast:
thence, south, twelve miles; thence in a south 30° east direction, until the same shall
strike within five miles of the main branch of Charlotte river; thence, in a due east
direction, to within twenty miles of the Atlantic coast; thence, north, fifteen west, for fifty
miles and from this last, to the beginning point.

ARTICLE lll. The United States will take the Florida Indians under their care and
patronage, and will afford them protection against all persons whatsoever; provided they
conform to the laws of the United States, and refrain from making war, or giving any
insult to any foreign nation, without having first obtained the permission and consent of
the United States: And, in consideration of the appeal and cession made in the first
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article of this treaty, by the aforesaid chiefs and warriors, the United States promise to
distribute among the fribes, as soon as concentrated, under the direction of their agent,
implements of husbandry, and stock of cattle and hogs, to the amount of six thousand
dollars, and an annual sum of five thousand dollars a year, for twenty successive years,
to be distributed as the President of the United States shall direct, through the Secretary
of War, or his Superintendents and Agent of Indian Affairs.

ARTICLE IV. The United States promise to guaranty to the said tribes the peaceable
possession of the district of country herein assigned them, reserving the right of opening
through it such roads, as may, from time to time, be deemed necessary; and to restrain
and prevent all white persons from hunting, settling, or otherwise intruding upon it. But
any citizen of the United States, being lawfully

[*204]

authorized for that purpose, shall bé permitted to pass and repass through the said
district, and to navigate the waters thereof, without any hindrance, toll, or exaction, from
said tribes.

ARTICLE V. For the purpose of facilitating the removal of the said tribes to the district of
country allotted them, and, as a compensation for the losses sustained, or the
inconveniences to which they may be exposed by said removal, the United States will
furnish them with rations of corn, meat, and salt, for twelve months, commencing on the
first day of February next; and they further agree to compensate those individuals who
have been compelled to abandon improvements on lands, not embraced within the limits

. allotted, to the amount of four thousand five hundred dollars, to be distributed among the

sufferers, in a ratio to each, proportional to the value of the improvements abandoned.
The United States further agree to furnish a sum, not exceeding two thousand dollars, to
be expended by their agent, to facilitate the transportation of the different tribes to the
point of concentration designated.

ARTICLE V1. An agent, sub-agent, and interpreter, shall be appointed, to reside within
the Indian boundary aforesaid, to watch over the interests of said tribes: and the United
States further stipulate, as an evidence of their humane policy towards said tribes, who
have appealed to their liberality, to allow for the establishment of a school at the agency,
one thousand dollars per year for twenty successive years; and one thousand dollars per

. year, for the same period, for the support of a gun and blacksmith, with the expenses

: incidental to his shop.

ARTICLE VII. The chiefs and warriors aforesaid, for themselves and tribes, stipulate to

be active and vigilant in the preventing the retreating to, or passing through, of the district

of country assigned them, of any absconding slaves, or fugitives from justice; and further
agree, to use all necessary exertions to apprehend and deliver the same to the agent,
who shall receive orders to compensate them agreeably to the trouble and expenses
incurred.

ARTICLE Viil. A commissioner, or commissioners, with a surveyor, shall be appointed,

by the President of the United States, to run and mark, (blazing fore and aft the trees) the

line as defined in the second article of this treaty, who shall be attended by a chief or
warrior, to be designated by a council of their own tribes, and who shall receive, while so
employed, a daily compensation of three dollars.

ARTICLE IX. The undersigned chiefs and warriors, for themselves and tribes, having
objected to their concentration within the limits described in the second article of this
treaty, under the impression that the said limits did not contain a sufficient quantity of
good land to subsist them, and for no other reason: it is, therefore, expressly understood,
between the United States and the aforesaid chiefs and warriors, that, should the country

| embraced in the said limits, upon examination by the Indian agent and the commissioner,

3 or commissioners, to be appointed under the 8th article of this treaty, be by them
considered insufficient for the support of the said Indian tribes; then the north line, as
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defined in the 2d article of this treaty, shall be removed so far north as to embrace a
sufficient quantity of good tillable land. ‘
ARTICLE X. The undersigned chiefs and warriors, for themselves and tribes, have
expressed to the commissioners their unlimited confidence in their agent, Col, Gad
Humphreys, and their interpreter, Stephen Richards, and, as an evidence of their
gratitude for their services and humane treatment, and brotherly attentions to their wants,
request that one mile square, embracing the improvements of Enehe Mathia, at
Tallahassee (said improvements to be considered as the centre) be conveyed, in fee
simple, as a present to Col. Gad Humphreys.—-And they further request, that one mile
square, at the Ochesee Bluffs, embracing Stephen Richard's field on said bluffs, be

[*205]

conveyed in fee simple, as a present to said Stephen Richards. The commissioners
accord in sentiment with the undersigned chiefs and warriors, and recommend a
compliance with their wishes to the President and Senate of the United States; but the
disapproval, on the part of the said authorities, of this article, shall, in no wise, affect the
other articles and stipulations concluded on in this treaty.

In testimony whereof, the commissioners, William P. Duval, James Gadsden, and
Bernard Segui, and the undersigned chiefs and warriors, have hereunto subscribed their
names and affixed their seals. Done at camp on Moultrie creek, in the territory of Florida,
this eighteenth day of September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, and of
the independence of the United States the forty-eighth. '

William P. Duval, [L. S.]

James Gadsden, [L. S.]

Bernard Segui, [L. S.]

Nea Mathla, his x mark, [L. S.]
Tokose Mathla, his x mark, [L. S.]
Ninnee Homata Tustenuky, his mark, [L. S.]
Miconope, his x mark, [L. S.]
Nocosee Ahola, his x mark, [L. S.]
John Blunt, his x mark, [L. S.]
Otlemata, his x mark, [L. S.]
Tuskeeneha, his x mark,[L. S.]
Tuski Hajo, his x mark, [L. S ]
Econchatimico, his x mark, [L. S.]
Emoteley, his x mark, [L. S.]

Mulatto King, his x mark, [L. S.]
Chocholohano, his x mark, [L. S.]
Ematlochee, his x mark, [L. S.]
Wokse Holata, his x mark, [L. S.]
Amathla Ho, his x mark, [L. S.]
Holatefiscico, his x mark, [L. S.]
Chefisco Hajo, his x mark, [L. S.]
Lathloa Mathla, his x mark, [L. S.]
Senufky, his x mark, [L. S.]

Alak Hajo, his x mark, [L. S.]
Fahelustee Hajo, his x mark, [L. S.]
Octahamico, his x mark, [L. S.]
Tusteneck Hajo, his x mark, [L. S.]
Okoskee Amathla, his x mark, L. S.]
Ocheeny Tustenuky, his x mark [L. S.]
Phillip, his x mark, [L.. S.]
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Charley Amathla, his x mark, [L. S ]
John Hoponey, his x mark, [L. S.]
Rat Head, his x mark, [L. S.]
Holatta Amathla, his x mark, [L. S.]
Foshatchimico, his x mark, [L. S.]

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of--

George Murray, secretary to the commission,
G. Humphreys, Indian agent,

Stephen Richards, interpreter,

Isaac N. Cox,

J. Erving, captain, Fourth Artillery,

Harvey Brown, lieutenant, Fourth Artillery,

C. D'Espinville, lieutenant, Fourth Artillery,
Jno. B. Scott, lieutenant, Fourth Artillery,
William Travers,

Horatio S. Dexter.

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE.

Sept. 18, 1823. | 7 Stat., 226.

Vol. I, Pages 205-207 | Page 206 | Page 207

Vol. Il | Search | Index

Whereas Neo Mathla, John Blunt, Tuski Hajo, Mulatto King, Emathlochee, and
Econchatimico, six of the principal Chiefs of the Florida Indians, and parties to the treaty
to which this article has been annexed, have warmly appealed to the Commissioners for
permission to remain in the district of country now inhabited by them; and, in
consideration of their friendly disposition, and past services to the United States, it is,
therefore, stipulated, between the United States and the aforesaid Chiefs, that the
following reservations shall be surveyed, and marked by the Commissioner, or
Commissioners, to be appointed under the 8th article of this Treaty: For the use of Nea
Mathla and his connections, two miles square, embracing the Tuphulga village, on the
waters of Rocky Comfort Creek. For Blunt and Tuski Hajo, a reservation, commencing on
the Apalachicola, one mile below Tuski Hajo's improvements, running up said river four
miles; thence, west, two miles; thence southerly, to a point two miles due west of the
beginning; thence east, to the beginning point. For Mulatto King and Emathlochee, a
reservation, commencing on the Apalachicola, at a point to include Yellow Hairs
improvements; thence, up said river, for four miles; thence, west, one mile; thence,
southerly, to a point one mile west of the beginning; and thence, east, to the beginning
point. For Econ-

[*206]
chatimico, a reservation, commencing on the Chatahoochie, one mile below

Econchatimico's house; thence, up said river, for four miles; thence, one mile, west;
thence, southerly, to a point one mile west of the beginning; thence, east, to the
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beginning point. The United States promise to guaranty the peaceable possession of the
said reservations, as defined, to the aforesaid chiefs and their descendants only, so long
as they shall continue to occupy, improve, or cultivate, the same: but in the event of the
abandonment of all, or either of the reservations, by the chief or chiefs, to whom they
have been allotted, the reservation, or reservations, so abandoned, shall revert to the
United States, as included in the cession made in the first article of this treaty. it is further
understood, that the names of the individuals remaining on the reservations aforesaid,
shall be furnished, by the chiefs in whose favor the reservations have been made, to the
Superintendent or agent of Indian Affairs, in the territory of Florida; and that no other
individuals shall be received or permitted to remain within said reservations, without the
previous consent of the Superintendent or Agent aforesaid; And, as the aforesaid Chiefs
are authorized to select the individuals remaining with them, so they shall each be
separately held responsible for the peaceable conduct of their towns, or the individuals
residing on the reservations allotted them. It is further understood, between the parties,
that this agreement is not intended to prohibit the voluntary removal, at any future period,
of all or either of the aforesaid Chiefs and their connections, to the district of country
south, allotted to the Florida Indians, by the second article of this Treaty, whenever
either, or all may think proper to make such an election; the United States reserving the
right of ordering, for any outrage or misconduct, the aforesaid Chiefs, or either of them,
with their connections, within the district of country south, aforesaid. It is further
stipulated, by the United States, that, of the six thousand dollars, appropriated for
implements of husbandry, stock, &c. in the third article of this Treaty, eight hundred
dollars shall be distributed, in the same manner, among the aforesaid chiefs and their
towns; and it is understood, that, of the annual sum of five thousand dollars to be
distributed by the President of the United States, they will receive their proportion. It is
further stipulated, that, of the four thousand five hundred dollars, and two thousand
dollars, provided for by the 5th article of this Treaty, for the payment for improvements
and transportation, five hundred dollars shall be awarded to Neo Mathla, as a
compensation for the improvements abandoned by him, as well as to meet the expenses
he will unavoidably be exposed to, by his own removal, and that of his connections.

In testimony whereof, the commissioners, William P. Duval, James Gadsden, and
Bernard Segui, and the undersigned chiefs and warriors have hereunto subscribed their
names and affixed their seals. Done at camp, on Moultrie creek, in the territory of Florida,
this eighteenth day of September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, and of
the independence of the United States the forty-eighth.

Wm. P. Duval, his x mark, [L. S.]

James Gadsden, [L. S.]

Bernard Segui, [L. S.]

Nea Mathia. his x mark, [L. S.]

John Blunt, his x mark, [L. S.]

Tuski Hajo, his x mark, [L. S.]

Mulatto King, his x mark, [L. S.]

Emathlochee, his x mark, [L. S.]

Econchatimico, his x mark, [L. S.]

[*207]

Signed, sealed, delivered, in presence of--
George Murray, secretary to the commission
Ja. W. Ripley,

G. Humphreys, Indian agent,
Stephen Richards, interpreter.

-8/11/2002
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. The following statement shows the number of men retained by the Chiefs, who have
i reservations made them, at their respective villages.

i Number of Men.

1 Blount . . 43

‘ _Cochran . . 45

L Mulatto King . . 30
[ Emathlochee . . 28

f Econchatimico . . 38
| Neo Mathia . . 30

Total . . 214

Vol. li, Pages 203-207 | Page 204 | Page 205 | Page 206 | Page 207 | Top of
Treaty
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0 TREATY WITH THE SEMINOLE, 1832.
May 9, 1832. | 7 Stat., 368. | Proclamation, April 12, 1834.

Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties. Vol. Il (Treaties). Compiled and edited by Charles J.
Kappler. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1904.
Home | Disclaimer & Usage | Table of Contents | Index

% Vol. Il, Pages 344-345 | Page 345 | . Ooac
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Margin Notes:

, Cession to the United States of lands in Florida, etc.
P $15,400 to be paid by United States.

D Blankets, etc., to be supplied.

Blacksmith.

Annuity.

i Cattle to be valued.

e Demands for slaves to be settled.

f Indians to remove within three years.

The Seminole Indians, regarding with just respect, the solicitude manifested by the
President of the Unjted States or the improvement of their condition, by recommending a
removal to a country more suitable to their habits and wants than the one they at present
ogcupy in the Territory of Florida, are willing that their confidential chiefs, Jumper, Fuck-
a-lus-ti-had-jo, Charley Emartla, Coi-had-jo, Holati Emartla Ya-hadjo; Sam Jones,
accompanied by their agent Major Phagan, and their faithful interpreter Abraham, should
be sent at the expense of the United States as early as convenient to examine the
! country assigned to the Creeks west of the Mississippi river, and should they be satisfied
with the character of that country, and of the favorable disposition of the Creeks to
reunite with the Seminoles as one people; the articles of the compact and agreement,
herein stipulated at Payne's landing-on one Ocklewaha river, this ninth day of May, one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, between James Gadsden, for and in behalf of the
Government of the United States, and the undersigned chiefs and head-men for and in
behalf of the Seminole Indians, shall be binding on the respective parties.
ARTICLE I. The Seminole Indians relinquish to the United States, all claim to the lands
they at present occupy in the Territory of Florida, and agree to emigrate to the country
assigned to the Creeks, west of the Mississippi river; it being understood that an
additional extent of territory, proportioned to their numbers, will be added to the Creek
country, and that the Seminoles will be received as a constituent part of the Creek nation
and be re-admitted to all the privileges as members of the same.
ARTICLE ll. For and in ¢consideration of the relinquishment of claim in the first article of
this agreement, and in full compensation for all the improvements, which may have been
j made on the lands thereby ceded; the United States stipulate to pay to the Seminole
L. Indians, fifteen thousand, four hundred (15,400) dollars, to be divided among the chiefs
and warriors of the several towns, in a ratio proportioned to their population, the
respective proportions of each to be paid on their arrival in the country they consent to
remove to; it being understood that their faithful interpreters Abraham and Cudjo shall
‘ receive two hundred dollars each of the above sum, in full remuneration for the
improvements to be abandoned on the lands now cultivated by them.
ARTICLE lll. The United States agree to distribute as they arrive at their new homes in
the Creek Territory, west of the Mississippi river, a blanket and a homespun frock, to

;- ! http://digital.library.okstate.edu/kappler/Vol2/treaties/sem0344.htm 8/11/2002
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each of the warriors, women and children of the Seminole tribe of Indians.

ARTICLE IV. The United States agree to extend the annuity for the support of a
blacksmith, provided for in the sixth article of the treaty at Camp Moultrie for ten (10)
years beyond the period therein stipulated, and in addition to the other annuities secured
under that treaty: the United States agree to pay the sum of three thousand (3,000)
dollars a year for fifteen (15) years, commencing after the removal of the whole tribe;
these sums to be added to the Creek annuities, and the whole amount to be so divided
that the chiefs and warriors of the Seminole Indians may receive their equitable
proportion of the same as members of the Creek confederation--

ARTICLE V. The United States will take the cattle belonging to the Seminoles at the
valuation of some discreet person to be appointed by the President, and the same shall
be paid for in money to the respective owners, after their arrival at their new homes; or
other cattle such as may be desired will be furnished them, notice being given through
their agent of their wishes upon this subject, before their removal, that time may be
afforded to supply the demand.

[*345]

ARTICLE VI. The Seminoles being anxious to be relieved from repeated vexatious
demands for slaves and other property, alleged to have been stolen and destroyed by
them, so that they may remove unembarrassed to their new homes; the United States
stipulate to have the same property investigated, and to liquidate such as may be
satisfactorily established, provided the amount does not exceed seven thousand (7,000)
dollars.--

ARTICLE VHI. The Seminole Indians will remove within three (3) years after the
ratification of this agreement, and the expenses of their removal shall be defrayed by the
United States, and such subsistence shall also be furnished them for a term not
exceeding twelve (12) months, after their arrival at their new residence; as in the opinion
of the President, their numbers and circumstances may require, the emigration to
commence as early as practicable in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-three (1833),
and with those Indians at present occupying the Big Swamp, and other parts of the
country beyond the limits as defined in the second article of the treaty concluded at
Camp Moultrie creek, so that the whole of that proportion of the Seminoles may be
removed within the year aforesaid, and the remainder of the tribe, in about equal
proportions, during the subsequent years of eighteen hundred and thirty-four and five,
(1834 and 1835.)~

In testimony whereof, the commissioner, James Gadsden, and the undersigned chiefs
and head men of the Seminole Indians. have hereunto subscribed their names and
affixed their seals. Done at camp at Payne's landing, on the Ocklawaha river in the
territory of Florida, on this ninth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two,
and of the independence of the United States of America the fifty-sixth.

James Gadsden, [L. S.]
Holati Emartla, his x mark, [L. S.]
Jumper, hi

8/11/2002
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TREATY WITH THE SEMINOLE, 1833.
Mar. 28, 1833. | 7 Stat., 423. | Proclamation, Apr. 12, 1834.

Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties. Vol. Ii (Treaties). Compiled and edited by Charles J.
Kappler. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1904.
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Preamble.

Treaty with the Creeks of Feb. 14, 1833.
Commissioners designate land for the Seminole.,
Major Phagan to superintend removal of Indians.

WHEREAS, the Seminole Indians of Florida, entered into certain articles of agreement,
with James Gadson, [Gadsden.] Commissioner on behalf of the United States, at
Payne's landing, on the 9th day of May, 1832 the first article of which treaty or
agreement provides, as follows: "The Seminoles Indians relinquish to the United States
all claim to the land they at present occupy in the Territory of Florida, and agree to
emigrate to the country assigned to the Creeks, west of the Mississippi river; it being
understood that an additional extent of territory proportioned to their number will be
added to the Creek country, and that the Seminoles will be received as a constituent part
of the Creek nation, and be re-admitted to all the privileges as members of the same."
And whereas, the said agreement also stipulates and provides, that a delegation of
Seminoles should be sent at the expense of the United States to examine the country to
be allotted them among the Creeks, and should this delegation be satisfied with the
character of the country and of the favorable disposition of the Creeks to unite with them
as one people, then the aforementioned treaty would be considered binding and
obligatory upon the parties. And whereas a treaty was made between the United States
and the Creek Indians west of the Mississippi, at Fort Gibson, on the 14th day of
February 1883, by which a country was provided for the Seminoles in pursuance of the
existing arrangements between the United States and that tribe. And whereas, the
special delegation, appointed by the Seminoles on

[*395]

the 9th day of May 1832, have since examined the land designated for them by the
undersigned Commissioners, on behalf of the United States, and have expressed
themselves satisfied with the same, in and by their letter dated, March 1833, addressed
to the undersigned

Commissioners. :
Now, therefore, the Commissioners aforesaid, by virtue of the power and authority
vested in them by the treaty made with Creek Indians on the 14th day of February 1833,
as above stated, hereby designate and assign to the Seminole tribe of Indians, for their
separate future residence, forever, a tract of country lying between the Canadian river
and the north fork thereof, and extending west to where a line running north and south
between the main Canadian and north branch, will strike the forks of Little river, provided
said west line does not extend more than twenty-five miles west from the mouth of said

http://digital library.okstate.edu/kappler/Vol2/treaties/sem0394. htm 8/11/2002



[—

INDIAN AFFAIRS: LAWS AND TREATIES. TREATY WITH THE SEMINOLE 1833

http://digital.library.okstate.edu/kappler/Vol2/treaties/sem0394.htm

Little river. And the undersigned Seminole chiefs, delegated as aforesaid, on behalf of
their nation hereby declare themselves well satisfied with the location provided for them
by the Commissioners, and agree that their nation shall commence the removal to their
new home as soon as the Government will make arrangements for their emigration,
satisfactory to the Seminole nation.

And whereas, the said Seminoles have expressed high confidence in the friendship and
ability of their present agent, Major Phagen, and desire that he may be permitted to
remove them to their new homes west of the Mississippi; the Commissioners have
considered their request, and cheerfully recommend Major Phagan as a suitable person
to be employed to remove the Seminoles as aforesaid, and trust his appointment will be

made, not only to gratify the wishes of the Indians but as conducive to the public welfare.

In testimony whereof, the commissioners on behalf of the United States, and the
delegates of the Seminole nation, have hereunto signed their names this 28th day of
March, A. D. 1833, at fort Gibson. :
Montfort Stokes, '

Henry L. Elisworth,

John F. Schermerhorn.

Seminole Delegates:

John Hick, representing Sam Jones, his x mark.

Holata Emartta, his x mark.

Jumper, his x mark.

Coi Hadgo, his x mark.

Charley Emartta, his x mark.

Ya-ha-hadge, his x mark.

Ne-ha-tho-clo, representing Fuch-a-lusti-hadgo, his x mark,
On behalf of the Seminole nation.
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TREATY WITH THE CREEKS AND SEMINOLE, 1845.
Jan. 4, 1845. | 9 Stat., 821. | Proclamation, July 18, 1845,
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Margin Notes:

Preamble.

The Seminoles to settle in any part of the Creek country. To be subject generally to the Creek
council. No distinction between them except in pecuniary affairs.

Seminoles who have not removed to Creek country to do so immediately.

Certain contested cases concerning the right of property to be subject to the decision of the
President.

Additional annuity of $3,000 for education allowed the Creeks for twenty years.

Education fund, annuities, etc., of the Creeks to be expended in their own country in support of
certain schools.

Rations to be issued to such Seminoles as remove during removal, and the whole tribe to be
subsisted for six months after emigration.

Those refusing to remove in six months after ratification of this treaty not to participate in its benefits.
The sum of $15,400 provided for in the treaty of Payne's Landing, and the $3,000 provided for in
said treaty, when to be paid.

$1,000 per annum for five years to be fumnished in agricultural implements.

The northern and western boundary line of the Creeks to be marked.

Articles of a treaty made by William Armstrong, P. M. Butler, James Logan, and Thomas
L. Judge, commissioners in behalf of the United States, of the first part; the Creek tribe of
Indians, of the second; and the Seminole tribe of Indians, of the third part.

WHEREAS it was stipulated, in the fourth article of the Creek treaty of 1833, that the
Seminoles should thenceforward be considered a constituent part of the Creek nation,
and that a permanent and comfortable home should be secured for them on the lands
set apart in said treaty as the country of the Creeks; and whereas many of the Seminoles
have settled and are now living in the Creek country, while others, constituting a large
portion of the tribe, have refused to make their homes in any part thereof, assigning as a
reason that they are unwilling-to submit to Creek laws and government, and that they are
apprehensive of being deprived, by the Creek authorities, of their property; and whereas
repeated complaints have been made to the United States government, that those of the
Seminoles who refused to go into the Creek country have, without authority or right,
settled upon lands secured to other tribes, and that they have committed numerous and
extensive depredations upon the property of those upon whose lands they have intruded:

Now, therefore, in order to reconcile all difficulties respecting location and jurisdiction, to
settle all disputed questions which have arisen, or may hereafter arise, in regard to rights
of property, and especially to preserve the peace of the frontier, seriously endangered by
the restless and warlike spirit of the intruding Seminoles, the parties to this treaty have
agreed to the following stipulations:

(/‘
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ARTICLE 1.

The Creeks agree that the Seminoles shall be entitled to settle in a body or separately,
as they please, in any part of the Creek country; that they shall make their own town
regulations, subject, however, to the general control of the Creek council, in which they
shall be represented; and, in short, that no distinctions shall be made between the two
tribes in any respect, except in the management of their pecuniary affairs, in which
neither shall interfere with the other.

ARTICLE 2.

The Seminoles agree that those of their tribe who have not done so before the ratification
of this treaty, shall, immediately thereafter, remove to and permanently settle in the
Creek country.

ARTICLE 3.

It is mutually agreed by the Creeks and Seminoles, that all contested cases between the
two tribes, concerning the right of property, growing out of sales or transactions that may
have occurred previous to the ratification of this treaty, shall be subject to the decision of
the President of the United States.

ARTICLE 4,

The Creeks being greatly dissatisfied with the manner in which their boundaries were
adjusted by the treaty of 1833, which they say they did not understand until after it
execution, and it appearing that in :

[*651]

said treaty no addition was made to their country for the use of the Seminoles, but that,
on the contrary, they were deprived, without adequate compensation, of a considerable
extent of valuable territory: And, moreover, the Seminoles, since the Creeks first agreed
to receive them, having been engaged in a protracted and bloody contest, which has
naturally engendered feelings and habits calculated to make them troublesome
neighbors: The United States in consideration of these circumstances, agree that an
additional annuity of three thousand dollars for purposes of education shall be allowed
for the term of twenty years; that the annuity of three thousand dollars provided in the
treaty of 1832 for like purposes shall be continued until the determination of the
additional annuity above mentioned. It is further agreed that all the education funds of the
Creeks, including the annuities above named, the annual allowance of one thousand
dollars, provided in the treaty of 1833, and also all balances of appropriations for
education annuities that may be due from the United States, shall be expended under
the direction of President of the United States, for the purpose of education aforesaid.

ARTICLE 5.

The Seminoles having expressed a desire to settle in a body on Little River, some
distance westward of the present residence of the greater portion of them, it is agreed
that rations shall be issued to such as may remove while on their way to their new
homes; and that, after their emigration is completed, the whole tribe shall be subsisted
for six months, due notice to be given that those who do not come into the Creek country

8/11/2002
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before the issues commence shall be excluded. And it is distinctly understood that all
those Seminoles who refuse to remove to, and settle in, the Creek Country, within six
months after this treaty is ratified, shall not participate in any of the benefits it provides:
Except those now in Florida, who shall be allowed twelve months from the date of the
ratification of this treaty for their removal.

ARTICLE 6.

The sum of fifteen thousand four hundred dollars, provided in the second article of the
treaty of Payne's Landing, shall be paid in the manner therein pointed out, immediately
after the emigration of those Seminoles who may remove to the Creek country is
completed: also, as soon after such emigration as practicable, the annuity of three
thousand dollars for fifteen years, provided in the fourth article of said treaty, and, in
addition thereto, for the same period, two thousand dollars per annum in goods suited to
their wants, to be equally divided among all the members of the tribe.

ARTICLE 7.

In full Satisfaction and discharge of all claims for property left or abandoned in Florida at
the request of the officers of the United States, under promise of remuneration, one
thousand dollars per annum, in agricultural implements, shall be furnished the Seminoles
for five years.

ARTICLE 8.

To avoid all danger of encroachment, on the part of either Creeks or Seminoles, upon
the territory of other nations, the northern and western boundary lines of the Creek
country shall be plainly and distinctly marked.

[*552]

In witness whereof, the said Commissioners and the undersigned Chiefs and Head Men
of the Creek and Seminole tribes, have hereunto set their hands, at the Creek Agency,
this fourth day of January, 1845,
Wm. Armstrong,
Acting Superintendent Western Territory.
P. M. Butler,
Cherokee Agent.
James Logan, -
Creek Agent.
Thomas L. Judge,
Seminole Sub-Agent.

Creeks:
Roly Mcintosh,
To-marth-le Micco,
Eu-faula Harjo,
O-poeth-le Yoholo,
Yargee,
Samuel Miller,
Cot-char Tustunnuggee,
*K. Lewis,
Tuskunar Harjo,
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Tinthlanis Harjo,
To-cose Fixico,
*Samuel C. Brown,
Ho-tul-gar Harjo,
Oak-chun Harjo
Art-tis Fixico,
Joseph Carr,
Ar-ar-te Harjo,
Samuel Perryman,
O-switchee Emarthlar,
Talloaf Harjo,
David Barnett,
Jim Boy,
*B. Marshall,
Tinthlanis Harjo,
Co-ah-coo-che Emarthlar,
Thlathlo Harjo,
E-cho Harjo,
Co-ah-thlocco,
Ke-sar-che Harjo,
No cose Harjo,
Yar-dick-ah Harjo,
Yo-ho-lo Chop-ko
Phil Grayson,
Chu-ille,
E-cho Emarthla,
Pol-lot-ke,
Kot-che Harjo,
To-cose Micco,
Henry Marshall,
Matthew Marshall,
Che-was-tiah Fixico,
Tom Carr.
Seminoles:
Miccanope,
Coah-coo-che, or Wild Cat,
Alligator,
Nocose Yoholo,
Halleck Tustunnuggee,
Emah-thloo-chee,
Octi-ar-chee,
Tus-se-kiah,
Pos-cof-far,
E-con-chat-te-micco,
Black Dirt,
Itch-hos-se Yo-ho-lo,
Kap-pe-chum-e-coo-che,
O-tul-ga Harjo,
Yo-ho-lo Harjo,
O-switchee Emarthla,
Kub-bit-che,
An-lo-ne,
Yah-hah Fixico,
Fus-hat-chee, Micco,
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O-chee-see Micco,
Tus-tun-nug-goo-chee.

In the presence of--

J. B. Luce, secretary to commissioners.
Samuel C. Brown, U. S. interpreter.

B. Marshall, Creek Nation interpreter.
Abraham, U. S. interpreter for Seminoles.
J.P. Davis, captain U.S. Army.

A. Cady, captain Sixth Infantry

J. B. 8. Todd, captain Sixth Infantry
George W. Clarke.

Jno. Dillard.

J. L. Alexander.

J. H. Heard.

(To the names of Indians, except those marked with an asterisk, are subjoined their
marks.)
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TREATY WITH THE SEMINOLE, 1866.

Mar. 21, 1866. | 14 Stats., 755. | Ratified, July 19, 1866. | Proclamed, Aug. 16,
1866.

Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties. Vol. Il (Treaties). Compiled and edited by Charles J.
Kappler. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1904.
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Margin Notes:

Preamble.
Peace and friendship.

Military occupation and protection by the United States.
Amnesty.

Slavery not to exist among the Seminoles.
Rights of those of African descent.

Cession of lands to the United States.
Payments by the United States.

Grants to Seminoles.

Boundaries.

Payment therefor.

Balance due the Seminoles.

How to be paid.

Board of commissioners to determine losses sustained by loyal Seminoles.
Census of those loyal.

No compensation except to loyal Indians.
Awards of commissioners.

Pay.

What claims for losses included.

Right of way for railroads granted through the lands of the Semmoles
Lands will be sold.

Proviso.

Agency buildings.

Seminoles agree to certain legislation.
Proviso.

General council.

Census.

First council, how composed.

Time and place of meeting.

Session not to exceed thirty days.

Special sessions.

Powers of general council.

Who to preside over council.

Secretary of council.

Pay.

Pay of members.

Courts.

This treaty to be a full settlement of all claims.
Diversions of annuities.

Treaty obligations reaffirmed.

Lands granted for missionary or educational purposes.
Not to be sold except, etc.
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; When sold proceeds to be how applied.
L Inconsistent treaty provisions annulled.

Articles of a treaty made and concluded at Washington, D.C., March 21, A.D., 1866,
between the United States Government, by its commissioners, D.N. Cooley,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Eljjah Sells, superintendent of Indian affairs, and Ely S.
Parker, and the Seminole Indians, by their chiefs, John Chup-co, or Long John, Cho-
cote-harjo, Fos-ha[r]-jo, John F. Brown.

Whereas existing, treaties between the United States and the Seminole Nation are
insufficient to meet their mutual necessities; and
Whereas the Seminole Nation made a treaty with the so-called Confederate States,
August 1st, 1861, whereby they threw off their allegiance to the United States, and
unsettled their treaty relations with the United States, and thereby incurred the liability of
forfeiture of all lands and other property held by grant or gift of the United States; and
whereas a treaty of peace and amity was entered into between the United States and the
Seminole and other tribes at Fort Smith, September 13 [10,] 1865,a whereby the
Seminoles revoked, canceled. and repudiated the said treaty with the so-called
Confederate States; and whereas the United States, through its commissioners, in said
treaty of peace promised to enter into treaty with the Seminole Nation to arrange and
settle all questions relating to and growing out of said treaty with the so-called
Confederate States; and whereas the United States, in view of said treaty of the
Seminole Nation with the enemies of the Government of the United States, and the
consequent liabilities of said Seminole Nation, and in view of its urgent necessities for
more lands in the Indian Territory, requires a cession by said Seminole Nation of part of
its present reservation, and is willing to pay therefor a reasonable price, while at the
same time providing new and adequate land for them:
Now, therefore, the United States, by its commissioners aforesaid, and the above-named
delegates of the Seminole Nation, the day and year above written, mutually stipulate and
agree, on behalf of the respective parties, as follows, to wit;
ARTICLE 1. There shall be perpetual peace between the United States and the
Seminole Nation, and the Seminoles agree to be and remain firm allies of the United
States, and always faithfully aid the Government thereof to suppress insurrection and put
down its enemies. '
The Seminoles also agree to remain at peace with all other Indian tribes and with
themselves. In return for these pledges of peace and friendship, the United States
guarantee them quiet possession of their country, and protection against hostilities on
the part of other tribes; and, in the event of such hostilities, that the tribe commencing
and prosecuting the same shall make just reparation therefor. Therefore the Seminoles
: agree to a military occupation of their country at the option and expense of the United
N States.
A general amnesty of all past offences against the laws of the United States, committed
by any member of the Seminole Nation, is hereby declared; and the Seminoles, anxious
for the restoration of kind and friendly feelings among themselves, do hereby declare an
amnesty for all past offenses against their government, and no Indian or Indians shall be
proscribed or any act of forfeiture or confiscation passed against those who have
remained friendly to or taken up arms against the United States, but they shall enjoy
equal privileges with other members of said tribe, and all laws heretofore passed
o inconsistent herewith are hereby declared inoperative.

a A copy of this agreement, which has never been ratified, is found in an Appendix to the
Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1865, with the report of the negotiating

\ commissioners, which copy has been reproduced in the appendix to this compilation,

- post, p. 1050.
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[*911]

ARTICLE 2. The Seminole Nation covenant that henceforth in said nation slavery shall
not exist, nor involuntary servitude, except for and in punishment of crime, whereof the
offending party shall first have been duly convicted in accordance with law, applicable to
all the members of said nation. And inasmuch as there are among the Seminoles many
persons of African descent and blood, who have no interest or property in the soil, and
no recognized civil rights it is stipulated that hereafter these persons and their
descendants, and such other of the same race as shall be permitted by said nation to
settle there, shall have and enjoy all the rights of native citizens, and the laws of said
nation shall be equally binding upon all persons of whatever race or color, who may be
adopted as citizens or members of said tribe.

ARTICLE 3. In compliance with the desire of the United States to locate other Indians
and freedmen thereon, the Seminoles cede and convey to the United States their entire
domain, being the tract of land ceded to the Seminole Indians by the Creek Nation under
the provisions of article first, (1st,) treaty of the United States with the Creeks and
Seminoles, made and concluded at Washington, D. C., August 7, 1856. In consideration
of said grant and cession of their lands, estimated at two million one hundred and sixty-
nine thousand and eighty (2,169,080) acres, the United States agree to pay said
Seminole Nation the sum of three hundred and twenty-five thousand three hundred and
sixty-two ($325,362) dollars, said purchase being at the rate of fifteen cents per acre.
The United States having obtained by grant of the Creek Nation the westerly half of their
lands, hereby grant to the Seminole Nation the portion thereof hereafter described, which
shall constitute the national domain of the Seminole Indians. Said lands so granted by
the United States to the Seminole Nation are bounded and described as follows, to wit:
Beginning on the Canadian River where the line dividing the Creek lands according to
the terms of their sale to the United States by their treaty of February 6, 1866,a following
said line due north to where said line crosses the north fork of the Canadian River:
thence up said north fork of the Canadian River a distance sufficient to make two
hundred thousand acres by running due south to the Canadian River; thence down said
Canadian River to the place of beginning. In consideration of said cession of two
hundred thousand acres of land described above, the Seminole Nation agrees to pay
therefor the price of fifty cents per acre, amounting to the sum of one hundred thousand
dollars, which amount shall be deducted from the sum paid by the United States for
Seminole lands under the stipulations above written. The balance due the Seminole
Nation after making said deduction, amounting to one hundred thousand dollars, the
United States agree to pay in the following manner, to wit: Thirty thousand dollars shall
be paid to enable the Seminoles to occupy, restore, and improve their farms, and to
make their nation independent and self-sustaining, and shall be distributed for that
purpose under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior; twenty thousand dollars shall
be paid in like manner for the purpose of purchasing agricultural implements, seeds,
cows, and other stock; fifteen thousand dollars shall be paid for the erection of a mill
suitable to accommodate said nation of Indians; seventy thousand dollars to remain in
the United States Treasury, upon which the United States shall pay an annual interest of
five per cent.; fifty thousand of said sum of seventy thousand dollars shall be a
permanent school-fund, the interest of which shall be paid annually and appropriated to
the support of schools; the remainder of the seventy thousand dollars, being twenty
thousand dollars, shall remain a permanent fund, the

a This refers to the Creek treaty of June 14, 1866, post, p. 931. See Annual Report of
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1866, p. 10.

[*912]
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interest of which shall be paid annually for the support of the Seminole government; forty
thousand three hundred and sixty-two dollars shall be appropriated and expended for
subsisting said Indians, discriminating in favor of the destitute; all of which amounts,
excepting the seventy thousand dollars to remain in the Treasury as a permanent fund,
shall be paid upon the ratification of said treaty, and disbursed in such manner as the
Secretary of the Interior may direct. The balance, fifty thousand dollars, or so much
thereof as may be necessary to pay the losses ascertained and awarded as hereinafter
provided, shall be paid when said awards shall have been duly made and approved by
the Secretary of the Interior. And in case said fifty thousand dollars shall be insufficient to
pay all said awards, it shall be distributed pro rata to those whose claims are so allowed:;
and until said awards shall be thus paid, the United States agree to pay to said Indians,
L- in such manner and for such purposes as the Secretary of the Interior may direct,
interest at the rate of five per cent. per annum from the date of the ratification of this
treaty.

O ARTICLE 4. To reimburse such members of the Seminole Nation as shall be duly

adjudged to have remained loyal and faithful to their treaty relations to the United States,
during the recent rebellion of the so-called Confederate States for the losses actually
sustained by them thereby, after the ratification of this treaty, or so soon thereafter as the
Secretary of the Interior shall direct, he shall appoint a board of commissioners, not to
exceed three in number, who shall proceed to the Seminole country and investigate and
determine said losses. Previous to said investigation the agent of the Seminole Nation
shall prepare a census or enumeration of said tribe, and make a roll of all Seminoles who
did in no manner aid or abet the enemies of the Government, but remained loyal during
said rebellion; and no award shall be made by said commis

[
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-40th Anniversary Tribune

Seminole Timeline

1510 - First recorded European contact with Seminole
ancestors, Spanish slave ship reaches South Florida peninsula.

1513 - Spaniards claim Eastern U.S., call it La Florida.

1539-43 - Hemando DeSoto explotes Southeast - first
white contact for many Tribes.

1565 - Spaniards establish St. Augustine - first permanent
European city in North America.

1670 - English settle Charles Towne, begin coastal
skirmishes with Spanish.

1690s - French settle Louisiana.

1704-1708 - English destroy Spanish Florida missions,
kill or enslave thousands of Natives.

1740 - Alachua, earliest recorded Seminole town,
established in North Florida.

1763 - Spain cedes Florida to England.'
1776 - Revolutionary War creates U.S.A.

circa 1804 - Osceola (William Powell) born near
Tuskeegee, Alabama.

1813-14 - Creek War in Alabama forces Native survivors
to flee southward where they join Florida natives. Gen.
Andrew Jackson rises to power.
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1816 - First Seminole War begins after Jackson crosses
into northern Florida.

‘/1823 - Treaty of Moultrie Creek. Seminoles give up 28-
million acres, retain 4 million. -

V1832 . Treaty of Payne s Landing ratified by Congress.
Promised 5 million acres in southwest Florida to Seminoles.

Dec. 28,1835 - Osceola leads Seminoles at Battle of
Withlacoochee, slays U.S. Indian Agent. Maj. Francis Dade,
105 soldiers killed en route to Fort King (Ocala). Second
Seminole War (1835-1842) begins .

1837 - Osceola captured under flag of truce, removed to
South Carolina prison where he dies in January 1838,

1837 - Christmas Day. Battle of Okeechobee, 1,000
federal troops under Gen. Zachary Taylor, against fewer than
500 Seminoles, led by Alligator, Abiaka, Fumper and others.
Twenty-six of 37 dead are U.S. soldiers, most of them
Missouri Volunteers.

1838 - Trail of Tears forces 16,000 Cherokees from their
eastern homeland to Oklahoma. At least 2,000 die along the
way. About 3,000 Seminoles, including Wild Cat
(Coacoochee) and Alligator are shipped to Oklahoma.

1855 - Billy Bowlegs leads attack on U.S. Army
surveyors. Third Seminole War begins

1858 - Third Seminole War officially ends with capture
of Bowlegs. A few hundred Seminoles, including Abiaka,
remain in Big Cypress and other isolated parts of Florida.
U.S. government abandons efforts to remove all Seminoles.

1890s - Seminoles and whites begin to trade peacefully
on the borders of the Everglades.

1926 - Hurricane devastates Everglades wilderness, many
Seminoles homeless.

1928 - Tamiami Trail opens, fueling the boom in South
Florida tourism. Seminoles begin to sell crafts and wrestle
alligators. Killer hurricane hits Lake Okeechobee region,
whips up a tidal wave that drowns 4,000 in worst natural
disaster before Hurricane Andrew.

1934 - Indian Reorganization Act, promotes Native self-

hitp://www.seminoletribe.com/tribune/40anniversary/timeline.shtml
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determination. Five Civilized Tribes, a book written by
Grant Foreman, arbitrarily designates Seminoles, along with
Choctaw, Chickasaw, Cherokee and Creek, civilized.

1936 - Herd of half-starved cattle arrive in Brighton from
Apache. Seminole cattle industry begins.

1939 - First formal education at Brighton Indian Day
School, opened by teachers William and Edith Boehmer.

‘¥ 1946 - Creation of United States Indian Claims
L Commission.

L 1947 - Seminole Indians file ‘petition with Claims
Commission for a settlement to cover lost lands. FSU students
choose "Seminoles" as official school mascot.

» 1953 - U.S. House Resolution proposes termination of
I Seminole Tribe. :

1957 - Seminole Constitution ratified by vote of 241-5.
Tribe gains federal status as the Seminole Tribe of Florida.
First Tribal Council is elected; Billy Osceola, first elected
chairman; First president Frank Billie resigns, succeeded by
Bill Osceola. First annual budget: $12,000.

1962 - Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida gain
federal recognition.

1963 - First Seminole newspaper, "Smoke Signals"
published. Renamed "Alligator Times" in 1973, "Seminole
— Tribune" in 1982,

1967 -- Betty Mae Jumper, first woman elected to chair
e any tribe in North America.

Seminole and Miccosukee Tribes, leading to formation of

! ‘ 1968 - Oath of Unity signed by Choctaw, Cherokee,
» United South and Eastern Tribes (USET).

- 1971 - Howard Tommie elected Chairman. Fight-year
} term sees advent of tax-free cigarette sales, which boost
| Tribal budget to $4.5 million annually by 1976.

. 1979 - James E. Billie elected Tribal Chairman. Bingo
. becomes biggest source of Tribal income. Immokalee, Tampa
) reservations established.

1981 - U.S. Supreme Court affirms TribeOs right to high-
http://www. seminoletribe.com/tribune/40anniversary/timeline.shtml 8/15/05
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stakes bingo at Hollywood in Seminole Tribe of Florida
vs. Butterworth. Tampa bingo hall opens.

1988 - National Indian Gaming Regulatory Act passed,
limits placed on Class III games, including electronic video
machines. Limited casinos set up at Hollywood, Immokalee
and Tampa reservations.

1990 - The Seminole Tribune receives Robert F. Kennedy
Journalism award from Ethel Kennedy.

1992 - Seminoles in Florida and Oklahoma collect land
claims against the U.S. for unconscionable acts during the
Seminole Wars. With interest, Seminole Tribe of Florida nets
almost $10 million. Independent Seminoles refuse to settle;
’4 v funds are held in trust.

1995 - Tribe moves headquarters to new four-story
| building in Hollywood.

1996 - Fort Pierce reservation established.

- 1996 - Cattleman Fred Smith, Tribal president longer than
anyone, dies in Brighton. James Billie elected to record fifth
term as Chairman, Tribal budget exceeds $100 million..

1997- Sovereignty of Tribe challenged by National Indian
Gaming Commission, U.S. Attorney. Seminoles assume full
management of gaming activities on Hollywood reservation.
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum opens. -

Compiled by Charles Flowers,
, Peter B. Gallagher
| and Patricia Wickman
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Indian Resistance and Removal "”f’g:g""""
" Summary

In the early days of its existence, the fledgling United States
government carried out a policy of displacement and extermination - Timeline
against the American Indians in the eastern US, systematically 4 Introduction
removing them from the path of "white" settlement. Until 1821,
Florida remained under the control of the government of Spain but
the US Territories of Georgia, Alabama, and Louisiana were its J
covetous next-door neighbors. It was clear that the US wanted the and Abiaka

Spaniards out of Florida and was willing to consider any means, , No
including warfare, to acquire the rich land. Surrender!

_, Sunvival In
As it turned out, Spain could no longer The Swamp
afford to support its vast colonial The Counil
empire and from 1784 until 1821 Oak
(when Spain ceded Florida to the US), Seminoles
Florida became the setting for constant | Today
international intrigues as well as a . i The Future
target for greedy adventurers who wished to estabhsh thelr own -

. Bibliography
personal empires with Florida's vast resources.

p S::ealogy
When the Maskoki tribes in Alabama, whom English speakers Anthropology
erroneously called "Creeks," rose up against the white settlers in the - %"—m

Creek War of 1813-14, the brutal repression and disastrous treaty Page
forced upon them by General Andrew Jackson sent thousands of the most
determined warriors and their families migrating southward to take refuge in
Spanish Florida. There, they joined the descendants of many other tribes whose
members had lived all across the Florida forests for thousands of years. The
Indians who constituted the nucleus of this Florida group thought of themselves
as yat'siminoli or "free people," because for centuries their ancestors had resisted
the attempts of the Spaniards to conquer and convert them, as well as the
attempts of the English to take their lands and use them as military pawns. Soon,
white Americans would begin to call all of the Indians in Florida by that name:
"Seminoles."

But Spain could not afford enough soldiers to patrol the long frontiers of Florida.
Its choice lands were openly coveted by white settlers who regularly moved
across its borders. English war ships anchored off its Gulf coast and English

Page 1 of 3
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agents encouraged the Seminoles, Creeks, and Mikistki to resist US settlement
openly. US officials, angry that the Spaniards could not oust the English or
control the Indians, were particularly incensed by the protection and shelter the
Seminoles offered to African slaves. These freedom seekers had been finding
refuge in Spanish Florida for over a century, but the new US government was
determined to stop this practice. In the late 1700s and early 1800s, conflicts,
skirmishes, and ambushes erupted and racial hatred flared into violence more
and more frequently on the new frontier.

When the military and political opportunist, General Andrew Jackson, brazenly
marched across Florida's international boundaries to settle the "Indian problem,"
he created an international furor. Over a period of several tumultuous years, he
burned Indian towns, captured Africans, and hanged one Maskéki medicine
man, Francis, as well as two Englishmen whom he suspected of inciting the
Indians. This series of events, which took place between 1814 and 1818, is
known as the First Seminole War.

And the conflicts did not end there; they only escalated. Through the Treaty of
Moultrie Creek (1823), the Treaty of Payne's Landing (1832), and numerous
"talks" and meetings, US Indian Agents sought to convince the Florida Indians to
sell their cattle and pigs to the US government, return runaway slaves to their
"rightful owners," leave their ancient homelands in Florida, and move west of
the Mississippi River to Arkansas Territory. In 1830, soon after Jackson the
Indian fighter became Andrew Jackson, the president of the United States, he
pushed through Congress an Indian Removal Act. With this Act, the
determination of the government to move Indians out of the Southeast and open
the land for white settlement became the official policy of the US, and the
willingness of the government to spend monies in support of military
enforcement of this policy increased.

The clash that inevitably resulted from this policy finally began in 1835, and the
seven years that it lasted frame the last, the greatest, and arguably the most tragic
years in the history of US-Indian relations east of the Mississippi River. Known
to history as the Second Seminole War, the US government committed almost
$40,000,000 to the forced removal of slightly more than 3,000 Maskoki men,
women, and children from Florida to Oklahoma. This was the only Indian war in
US history in which not only the US army but also the US navy and marine

corps participated. Together with the desultory Third Seminole War, a series of
skirmishes that took place between 1856 and 1858, the United States spent much
of the first half of the 19th century in trying, unsuccessfully, to dislodge about
5,000 Seminoles from Florida.

Unlike the "Trail of Tears" that took place in a single, dreadful moment, in 183 8,
in which several thousand Cherokee people were sent on a death march to the
West, the removals of the Seminole people from Florida began earlier and lasted
20 years longer. Just like that other event, however, the toll in human suffering
was profound and the stain on the honor of a great nation, the United States, can
never be erased. The Seminole people - men, women, and children, were hunted
with bloodhounds, rounded up like cattle, and forced onto ships that carried
them to New Orleans and up the Mississippi. Together with several hundred of
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the African ex-slaves who had fought with them, they were then sent overland to
Fort Gibson (Arkansas), and on to strange and inhospitable new lands where
they were attacked by other tribes, in a fierce competition for the scarce
resources that they all needed to survive.

In addition to "Old Hickory," as Jackson had come to be known, an impressive
list of US military figures eventually joined the fight to remove the Seminoles
from Florida. Edmund P. Gaines, Zachary Taylor, Oliver O. Howard ("the
Christian General"), Richard Keith Call, and Thomas S. J esup, among many
others, would nearly ruin their reputations trying to fight the Seminolesina -
place that was cold and wet in winter, and hot and wet in summer; where only
the Seminoles, alligators, snakes, and mosquitoes knew how to survive; and
where dysentery and malaria were the primary rewards for Herculean efforts.
One white soldier wrote home that, "If the Devil owned both Hell and Florida,
he would rent out Florida and live in Hell!"

William S. Harney, who would later tell western tribes "The Great White Father
has sent me here to punish you!" learned his vicious Indian-fighting tactics in
Florida. Winfield Scott, the only commander of US troops in Florida to emerge
with his reputation intact, went on to reorganize the entire US military
establishment on the "open field" tactics that evolved from the Seminole Wars.
Today, students at US military academies still study the hit-and-run tactics of the
Seminoles. This was the first time in its history that US soldiers foughta
"guerrilla" war, one in which the old "linear" tactics of the European military
system were almost useless against warriors who moved in flexible formations,
attacked and disappeared, and used the very terrain as a weapon against their
enemies. The US would not fight another such war until its troops entered the
tiny southeast Asian nation of Vietnam, more than a century later.

The next section discusses two legendary Seminole leaders - Osceola and
Abhiaka.
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Brief Summary of Seminole History HISTORY

For thousands of years before the coming of Europeans to
southeastern North America, perhaps as many as 400,000 of the gt
ancestors of the Seminoles built towns and villages and complex . introduction
civilizations across the vast area. After 1510, when the Spaniards |l
began to explore and settle in their territory, disease killed many of
these people, but they were never "destroyed" or "conquered" as so

many of the white men's history books proclaim. The survivors and Abiaka
amalgamated across the peninsula of Florida and continued their , No
lives. Surrender!

_ _, Suwvival in
When the first English speakers entered the area of the Southeast The Swamp
that is now Florida, in 1763, they found many of these survivors — , The Council
from tribes such as the Euchee, Yamasee, Timugua, Tequesta, Oak
Abalachi, Coga, and hundreds of others, living as "free people”  Seminoles
across the head of the Florida peninsula, on the Alachua savannah = Today,
(the area now known as Alachua County). In Maskoki, the core 4 The Future
language, isti siminoli meant that they were "free people" because . Biblioaranh
they had never been dominated by the Spaniards or the English Goneal
interlopers. In the Hitchiti dialect of Maskoki, today known as Tond
Mikistki, the same phrase was yatsiminoli. English speakers Anthropology
ignored their separate tribal affiliations and just called them all 1 fekfo the
Seminolies, or Seminoles. Page

Further north, in the area now known as Georgia, English traders, who had
begun to settle in 1690, found many other Maskoks tribes living along low-lying
creeks, especially the Oconi and Ogichi tribes, and, once again ignoring the
realities of the Natives' lives, they began to refer to these and, soon, all of the
Maskoki peoples across the Southeast just as "Creeks."

With the end of the American Revolutionary War and the creation of the United
States in 1784, white settlers moved steadily southward into the Spanish and
former English colonies. It became more and more obvious that a clash between
white immigrants and the Native inhabitants of the land would take place sooner
or later. The new US began a concerted policy of taking or buying land from the
Native tribes in the Northeast and the Atlantic seaboard states. By 1813, some of
the Maskoki tribes in Alabama rose up against the white settlers and against
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those other tribes that supported white setlement. This conflict, known as the

- Creek War of 1813-14, was disastrous to the cultural relatives of the Seminoles.
General, later president, Andrew Jackson, brought US troops to crush the
uprising and forced a treaty on the Creeks that took over 2,000,000 acres of land
away from his foes and his allies alike. Several thousand Maskoki people,
warriors and their wives and children, lost their homes and migrated southward
into Spanish Florida where they and the Seminoles increased their resistance to

- continued white settlement.

Over the next few years, Jackson illegally entered Spanish Florida to burn
Native villages and kill resistance leaders. After the first series of encounters,
known as the First Seminole War (1814-18), many Native families moved
further into the peninsula. By 1820, the year before Spanish Florida became a
- US Territory, there were at least 5,000 Seminoles, "Creeks," and Mikiski

people living in Florida. But a series of treaties made in the 1820s and early

1830s failed to protect the rights of Florida's Native people and, by late 1835,
- war broke out again.

This one, the Second Seminole War (1835-42), would be the longest, most

- costly, and the last of the US's Wars of Indian Removal fought east of the

: Mississippi River. It would be the first "guerilla"-style war fought by US troops.
Not until the US entered a tiny country in Southeast Asia called Vietnam, more
than a century later, would US soldiers fight again under such profoundly
difficult conditions. The Natives were aided in their resistance by runaway
slaves, who received protection from their Seminole allies (and, in some cases,
owners) in return for a portion of the agricultural staples that they grew. These
so-called "Black Seminoles" were fierce fighters who were also determined to
preserve their freedom.

- After the US withdrew from the fighting, in 1842, an uneasy peace lasted for
fourteen years. Then, in 1856, Billy Bowlegs and his followers were directly
provoked by US soldiers, and they retaliated. The ensuing series of skirmishes is
known as the Third Seminole War (1856-58). When the US again made a
unilateral decision to withdraw — and, again, with no treaty or victory, the
Seminole Wars ended. Over 3,000 Natives had been forcibly removed from
Florida to the Western territories of Arkansas and Oklahoma. Possibly as few as
300 remained in Florida, and those had taken refuge inside the inhospitable
swamps of the Everglades.

Their descendants remained isolated in the Everglades until the late 1800s, when
white traders, Christian missionaries, and US government agents began to enter
their territory once again. From the 1920s onward, as the development Boom
exploded in South Florida, the Seminoles lost more and more of their hunting
lands to tourists and settlers and were slowly forced into a wage economy. They
became agricultural workers in the vegetable fields of South Florida, and tourist
attractions, in their unique and colorful patchwork clothing, producing souvenirs
and "wrestling" alligators for the tourists.

In 1934 the US Congress passed the Indian Reorganization Act, reversing earlier
policies and encouragir}g tribes to form their own governments. By the 1950s,
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Congress also set about cutting off aid to tribes across the country and, faced
with a loss of support at a time when they were not yet ready to compete in a
capitalist economy, the Florida Seminoles chose to adopt a Constitutional form
of government that could interface with the non-Native world. On August 21,
1957 a majority of Seminoles voted to establish an administrative entity called
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Not all of the Seminole people in Florida chose to
participate in this new organization, however. In 1962, after several years of
negotiations, a group of Mikistki speakers with camps along the Tamiami Trail
created the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida.

Today, there are about 500 members of this Tribe. The Seminole Tribe of
Florida has almost 3,000 members, living on five reservations across the
peninsula at Hollywood (formerly Dania), Big Cypress, Brighton, Immokalee,
and Tampa. The Tribe obtains significant annual gross revenues from such
diverse economic sources as agriculture, citrus, aircraft production, gaming,
tobacco sales, land leases, cattle, and aquaculture.

If you would like to know more about Seminole history, contihue to the
Timeline,
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