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LLOVE OF FLORIDA

[ was born in Florida 67 years ago, for which I thank
God each day of my life. When I leave this earth, what 1s
left of me will remain in Florida. 1 find beauty in almost
cverything that God made in Ilorida. | love to travel to
our Fast Coast and watch the sun quickly rise above the
rim of the Atlantic - spraying the sky with its colors of
liolit and promise. As it rises, one can almost hear the beat
ol life as all the plants and trees begin another day of
vrowth, Tove 1o travel to the Gulf Coast - sit down and
el and wateh the same sun slowly disappear behind the
fim of the water, the pink-orange colors of the sunset
constantly changing as the sun leaves us yet another day.

| love Florida’s Palmettos. 1 find the fan shaped leaves
perfeet in their symmetry, and the green color is pleasing
(o my eyes  especially as late evening approaches and the
color turns into a waxy dark green. I love the Sabal Palms
1nd the Cabbage Palms that yield our “Hearts of Palm”
(or Swamp Cabbage) while the palm is still young. I'like to
see the palms stand tall and proud - impervious to firc and
wind, as they stand alone or together, quietly bringing
beauty to their appointed place. Ilike to see them hanging
over the rivers where the soil has been washed away. They
refuse to die, and just lie down and look even more tropical
and beautiful to these ol’ Florida eyes. [ love to stop and
watch groups of Florida range cows just standing around
as if they are lost in a perfectly contented way of their
own, with the small trails leading them to whetever they
might want to go - usually around the small hammocks
that contain some cypress trees and everything else that




wants to grow tn a low wet spot. Those small hammaocks,

fot some reason, ate especially beautiful and timeless
lookimny.

Llove to talk to old Florida people. Most are very quict
spoken. Their eyes are clear and reflect total honesty. They
often have suntanned faces with small lincs aronnd (he
eyes trom squinting at the sun. Tiven though they miphi
tcll some stoties of times past, they seldom hrap, cven
those lolks who have accumulated wealith, 1o s never
displayced, or cven discussed. T'hey seldom raise then
voices: and many times, once has to pay completely focused
attention (o what 1s bemng sad. "T'heir conversations tend
(o be shortand truthful. Now, when they e telling stone,
ahout Flortda, that hecomes another matter, altopethor! |
love thete old Soathern dialects that are so Dlesvamy 1oy
cars. THove the tact that over 1,400 miles ol scashore po
wround the Stare, with the highway scenery changing every
50 often so as to please cveryone somewhere along the
way. Asal this were not enough, Florida prves s H8,560
squarce miles of land area to play and work on:and ol thi,
4,298 square miles are watetr.

We even have a mountain in the Florida pentnsula. Well,
sort of! It’s near Bok Tower at the southern end of the
Piney Ridge that ZOCS down the middle of the St I(i's '_| |
near there, Florida is 315 feet high, and let’s not forpet we
have a town named Mt. Doral

I love the fact that no matter where you arc in I'lorid:,
you are never mote than 60 miles from the water, | love
the 30,000 lakes and ponds and the hundreds of miles of

{)

rivers - each different and varied. Ilove to visit out Springs
and Boils (of which there are about 100 latge springs) and
watch the crystal cleat, pure watets of our substrata rushing
to reach sun light and begin the ttip to their destination.
Most are 72% degrees, year round, and ate 99% pure. 1
love our climate - usually with just a few cold weeks 1n the
winter to keep us inside ot scurrying to find the “burted in
(he back of the closet” cold weather clothes. 1 do need to
mention, however, that we do have a few WARM months

m the summet.

When Tentered the Army in 1946, I'was sent to northern
Germany, through the North Sea, 1n the cold of Wintet
with an Icebreaker ahead of us to crack the ice so out
Troopship could proceed. Needless to say, it was at that
point in my life I really appreciated Florida for the first
ime. | knew then T would never leave it again if T didn’t
irecze o death hetore T eould get back home.

| could go on, but you understand what I'm trying to
say. Tlorida’s name implies flowers. For example, in
Germany, they speak of Florida as “The Land Of Blooms™.
As T travel to vatious states and countries, 1 realize why
Florida is such a magnet to necarly 1,000 new people per
day. Central America-and most of South America are too
hot and steamy for everyday life. Our northern states ate
very beautiful, but too cold for almost six months of the
yeat; but, in the middle, in just the right location, is out

Florida. It’s just right!




DEDICATION @ . nd mothers. 1 have interviewed a number of these families

@ and find they ate deeply religious people with honest
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[ ' would like to dedicate this book of some history and
stotics about 1'lorida and the Upper St. Johns River to the
sons and daughtets of the early pioneers of the 1800s who
wotked and lived along the Upper St. Johns River. Tron
all accounts, these pioneers were amazing people whosc
accomplishments 1n a largcly uninhabited wilderness are

handshakes which still seal the best contracts that can be
made. They all share something 1n common with one
another, They love this Florida land with a reverence that
can be heard in their voices and can be seen 1n their eyes
when they tell their old Florida stoties. As the old saying
cocs, “T'hey just don’t make people like this any motel!”

almost unbelievable. These carly setlers cime from all

over the South - mostly from Virping, Tennessee, Alaban,

South Carolima and (}(:()rgizl. Most et thetr native states

to make a hetter life for themselves and their familics. They

WCTe I)I'ZI.VL‘ PC( )P]C Wh() WCre Wl“lll}_!’ () I:‘}I('(‘ lllllﬁili NV IH‘I'”H

lo carve a new way ol wilderness Tiving, T'he mon

prosperous of the settlers came by covered wagone, pulle

l)y oxen. Most cune with ]l()t‘SC (lT:lWH Cal Ul o YRl

horses, and some just walked - carrymg all therr carehly
helongines on therre backs. They headed south to sctile
around the Upper St Johns River in some arcas where
cven the Seminole Indians would not hunt hecanse ol the

huge rattlesnake population.

Strangely enough, it was because ol the catlicr Spaniey
intrusion 1nto 1'lorida that made most ol (his possible. 1

was because of the herds of wild cows that had wandered
otf from the Spanish. These cows flourished in the ol
wilds. Becausc of that, many of the early settlers hecame
cowboys, and they opened the Flotida trails along the rivers
with the cow trails creating a new land for their future
generations to follow. I have met many of the sons and
daughters of these earlier settlers. It is plain to see they
have mhetited some of the pioneer spitit of their fathers

3
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FORWARD

I want you to know before we start that the nice part
about being a storyteller 1s that you can wtite with some
humor and feeling that helps make our history a lot more
interesting, A storyteller s not bound by strict rules or a
narrow band that keeps his writings to just dates and events.

So in this book I have tried to present some Iflorida

history with humor and to give the reader a better “feel”
ol Plorida, Inaddition to my stoties, I asked five Floridians

ol b and Hth eeneration Florida families to tell their

K )l’iL‘S 11]()[1;; With mine.

I want to apologize in advance for the duplication of
some of the information you will find from stoty to story;

but T found this necessary, as cach chapter or story stands
done You will prohably be tired of hearing about the
Spanesh Period and the release of their cows, hotses and

pips. Lorgive me. | have divided the book into three parts.
Part I is the history of Florida. Part I 1s the history of the
Upper St. Johns and the Bumby camp, and Patt 111 contains
stories of five other Floridians.

Our Flotida history is the oldest, finest, and most exciting
history of any of our other States. I know very little about
the history of the other States; but after making that
statement, you must understand that I am a proud Floridian
who is only a storyteller and not an historian - by any means.
But the statement still stands, “We’ve got the best!”

15
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As I began my research, 1 realized not only how rich
our history is, but also how special it is. Putting together
the history of the Upper St. Johns River was like a detective
story. As I plodded along, I began to understand why. 1t
was because the great scholars and historians of Europe
who journeyed to our “New World” came from countrics
that did not have anything that looked or sounded like
wild Florida. They fearcd the snakes, allipaiors i
“crocodiles”; fevers, palmctios, untamed penple and
Indtans, and whatever clse their minds could conjure o
so, they settled in South Caroling, Virgint, Pennsylvant,
New York, ¢te. to a more urhan way ol lile more

comfortable and to their liking. So they wrote hook afier

hook about thosce arcas. lorida’s listory meanwhile wenn

unrccotrded Tor the moel el

It this were no cnough, the carly settlers, hefore e
Cavilt War, wanted nothing, (o do with government. They
refused to regtster their land Tor fear of hetng: put on
County records. They also retused hetng epistered land
owncers because of taxes and would then Tave (o e ve on
Juty duty. For example, back in the 17004 and 1500 1)
you saw your neighbot’s son commit murcles i your o
so before a jury, you would probably be next! 'To compuoniid

this tear of government, many of the carly setilers wiie

wanted for crimes or “misunderstandings™ in (he ofli
Southern states and did not want anyone to know wlicic
they were. After the Civil War waves of settlers were [orced
otf their land in Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, il
their hatred for government of any kind was intensific]

and again few records were made. (I expect there have

been some unexplained Courthouse fires, too).  Its casy

16
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Cracker Boys in the 1890%. Frederic Remington.

(o understand why our eaﬂy history 1S SO Sketchy. I would
call our orda hislt)ry “the best kept secret’”.

id you know that in the early 1500s when our whole
country was unknown, our Florida history was already
beginning? Did you know Florida had cowboys 100 years
before the West did? Did you know the first Cowboy and
Indian battles were fought in I'lorida? Well, they were!
And because of our lack of written historic documents,
Hollywood has never madc a movic about our Cowboys
and Indians. The first cattle in the West came from Florida.
The first grapes in our country came from Florida brought
here by the French I lugucnots. Also, to the north of us,
the land was covered with huftalo in the 1600s and the
1700s, and later the Induns kept buffalo in pens near
Tallahassee.

|/
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Our Florida cowboys were our f;

history. It was the Florida cCOwbo
trails for settlers to

rst heroes in our early

ys who made the first

follow. Tt was the Flotida CoOwboys
who kept our Southern torces alive for the

last year of the
Civil War by driving Flotida cows to our

troops!

This little book you are about to re
some ot our history to life by using facts and stories - not

only my stories but those of fve other Native Floridians
As 1 have said many times to

YOU will

ad strives to bring

you would experience if you
attic, and afier opening it, you
old hook wtitten by a OrCa -
1otreasure that would bel Then
YOU write will alseo become 3
penerations

found o honde Ve
erandparent W

temaemher wlig treasure

giving them your history,
1 wher they came

Lot your it
ANARIL l'l{"lll FOOLS, l.cHing t
:.h,‘mnis_; [
that children can hear. Children need (o

S0 they can understand more of their future! Yo history
is patt of out history

[rom,
all

RINALS lln‘il' [?;IHI

When starting to write about the Upper St ol River

I found it almost impossible to ignorc the history (]
sutrounds it; therefore, ot e

beginning. So sit back and relax, and let 4 storytelley (of

Al
10 you the beginning of our beloved Flotida.

And so it began ..

18
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Introduction
Part One

T'his book is designed to bring to the readet some history

and stories about our Florida in an Interesting way with a

-
]

bit of humor thrown in. | have found that very few people
e content to tead history that is loaded with just dates

"

md cvents.  Since the explosion of newcomers has

[

wobably reached about 90% of our total population, 1

helieve it is very important for all of us to understand how
Torercdn | WU, SO S 1O better understand our State’s hiStOfY
1 hopetully have a greater apprectation of what we have

+
et

III{I |Hm

o help preserve our very fragile state - this great
State ol Morida.

Part 1 explans in stmple terms how our Flotida “came

>

(o heand some things about 1ts very eatly people. This is
lollowed by the vartous petiods of influence by the five
[Les that have Hlown over our State. 'The last part of this

scctton ts the history ot our early white settlers and all the
petils they faced including the wars with the Seminole
Indians.
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OUR FLORIDA
THE BEGINNING

A long; long, time ago, even before memoties, the strip
of land that was to become our precious Florida tipped
and slipped away trom what 1s now the coast of Africa as
part of the shifting of the Continental Plates. Our land
moved and shoved its way under what 1s now the Atlantie
()cean and came to rest as an :—l,p[)('l‘ulzlgt‘ (o the contment
above. The shell dunes of Brevard County show splintered
remnants ol the ancient continent of Gondwana-land or
what now is Africa. "This continent has long been gone,

but 1ts existence 1s accepted scientitic theory.

In John Lirtksen’s hoolk “Brevard County, A Tetony 1o
| OH5 |1(“ Wl‘ilrf;.} o lu‘]()w th(.‘: lli}t_ll t‘i(|‘1'}(‘:¢. ol Coontal
[lorida lie sandstone and marme tossils that torm the
prehistorce cornerstone ol Plorida, Across the Atlantic,
notthwestern Alrica rests on the same rock.  Once
common eround, the carly Flortda and Afvican hedrock
were splie roughly 245 midlions years ago when
“Gondwana-land” began to break up and detlt south. "The
shifting land divided the supercontinent of “Pangaca™ and
gave birth to the Atlantic Ocean.  As the continents
divided, a small sliver of the African land muss linpered.”

Note that the same bedrock that is under loricda does
not appear under the mainland States. 'T'hcse rock
formations are what make Florida so fragile. "T'his
phenomenon of sand- stone and lime rock 1s part of our
aquifer where our pure water is stored.
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Anyhow, as the continents divided, a small bit of this
African landmass lingered, and now as millions and millions
ol ycars passcd by, some 195 million years, Florida
rematned submerged. Tt was during this time that strange
animals and rupti]cs cvolved and then Suddenly
disappeared. One of the carliest mammals to inhabit our
underwater, our scas, was the Sea Cow. Existence of
remains of Sea Cows date back nearly 45 millions yeats.

About 25 millions years ago, a relatively short time in
Clorily, our Staio vlm*l*;:ttd from the Ocean - at about twice
the srze 1t is now. Tor midlions of ycars, the only sounds
heard on our peninsula were the crashing ocean waves and
the thunder of the tropical storms passing over and
drenching the land with fresh water. No birds came to
sing, There were no trees to rustle in the breeze. But as
TINtE |1:|HH('(1 ])_y SO qlli(jt]y, birds began to appear at ].Elst,
diopprog seeds; and the winds brought more seeds and
plant spores, and as the heavy rains washed the soil; they
Ulled the lakes, and the lakes made rivers, and the
undcrground reservoirs filled with sweet, fresh water.
Green plants began to grow and grow until Flotida was
covered with dense growth of plants and animal life. "Then,
20,000 years ago the great Ice Age was coming to an end,
and the ice began to melt in the heat of the sun. Fully one
third of the Earth was covered in an ice mass up to tive
miles thick. For 10,000 yecars this ice melted. At first
there were just small streams, and then they became rivers,
and finally torrents of water our minds can’t even begin to
imagine, and the seas began to rise; and for 10,000 yeats,
these torrents of water raised the oceans, until roughly
one halt ot Florida’s width disappeared undet the oceans.
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(1 note that when | Grouper fish on the Gulf Coast, you
have 1o po out one mile to increase the water depth by onc
foot. So you have to go out 40 miles to fish in only 40 fect
of water! It would be nice to have Florida’s width back
again, it would help out with the tratfic problem for a little
while!l) As time passes, the coast line of Florida changces
constantly.

I would like at this point to agam thank John Tirksen
for the wondertul research he did Tor his hook “Brevard
County — A History To 1955 John told me he spent
three years ol his life and $30,000 of his moncy to prepare
his book, and I have relicd heavily on his information about
the carly formation of Tlorida.

Our first lorrdins were descended from nonmadhe tide,
that came from Stherr over the acknowledged ancrent Eind
bridoe between Asta and North America. As thousands
ol yecars passed by, they tinally began to push into Florida
somewhat over 13,000 years ago. These magnificent people
tfrom Asta were called Paleoindians and lived ar the time
of the glant animals. They sutrvived by killmyg these hupe
prehistoric animals which inhabited 1lorida during then
ttme. They hunted the giant mammoths - anmals whicly
orew up to twclve feet high and weighed up 1o 20,000
pounds. These ecnormous animals had tusks that orew up
to nine feet long. (For your information, there is a totally
assembled skeleton of one of these Mammoths at the State
of Florida museum 1n Tallahassee. It 1s most imptessive).
They also hunted the giant Cave Bear actually going mnto
their caves to kill bears that were far bigger than our biggest
Grizzlies. 'These brave and resourceful people killed these
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huge animals by using one of one of two methods. One
was using a spear thrower. ''he thrown spear could travel
up to 100 mph with ereat accuracy. The other was by a
laree group ol people driving them over a clitt into a bog

“often killing many more antmals than they needed for

lood at the time.

Where these brave warriors lived there were glant
Bulfalocs, huge Saber-toothed Tigers which were four feet
el and up 1o nine feet long with six inch fangs that
cstended from ther jaws and killed and ate most anything
they wanted mcluding the Paleoindians. There were giant
animals called Giant Armadillo that stood five feet tall and
reached up to 9 feet long. (This animal can also be seen at
the State of Florida museum). ‘There were many, many
other giant animals. There was a bear that could weigh
500 pounds, small Asian horses, glant Anteaters, flat-tatled
Nkt prnt Racoons, Wolves, Jaguarundi to mention a
low There was a eiant Tortoise like the ones found on the
Cralapagos Islands. There was a huge wingless bird simular
o an ostrich. There were Pumas, Peccaries, and
Rattlesnakes that grew to be 12 feetin length. Pethaps the
most spectacular animals after the Mastodons and
Mammoths (both of which were quite similar to an
lilcphant) was the giant Sloth. "This magnificent animal
aie only leaves. It could stand on its hind feet and be 16
jcet tall. Tt had claws as long as a man’s arm, and its
underside was covered with a thick hide that was filled
with a bone-like substance that that protected 1t like armort.

I'hen about 10,000 years ago, and no one really knows
why, these huge animals either died or left Florida in a
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very short time. The reason could have been over-hunting
or mote probably the great Ice Age coming to an cnd
C:rl,lIHiIl.L!]' | lorida 1o have a much warmer chimate. Most Ol
the animals that vanished had heavy coats, and maybe they
moved north to find a more suitable climate for therr
existence. It’s also possible that some of the Palcoindians
followed these animals northward out of Florida. "T'his
then left Florida with very few ihabitants for several
thousand years, and was the sctting at abour 8,000 yeurs
ago for the Archaic Indians — who came here from several
directions — to come into our Florida. They must have
absorbed any remaining Paleoindians into thetr tribes. (A
Spectal Note: The Paleoindians and the Archaic Indians
shared the same background. They were of Astan descent.
They did, however, enter Florida at diflerent periods and
(rom different directions - the Paleoimndians at 15,000 yene
ago and the Archare Indrans at 8,000 years ago).

Like the Palcoindians, these Archaic Indians were highly
intelligent, skillful and determined people. As they spread
out through the Florida peninsula, they began to form
different tribes and developed ditferent languages and
different social behavior. At the time the Spanish arrived
in the early 1500s it 1s estimated there were 49 difterent
tribes — some war-like and others not. The histottan Tebeau
suggests there were six major groups with many small sub-
oroups. The largest and most fierce group was the mighty
Calusa Indians. They were thought to have at one time an
estimated 100,000 people. The Calusa lived in south Florida
on the west coast and the Lake Okeechobee basin. The
next largest group was the Tumucuan Indians who
occupied the area from mid-Georgia south to about
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Deland, Tlorida. "They miay have had close to 100,000
people also. The Timucuan Indians were the first to make
peace with the Spanish in Florida.  Some of the other
outstanding tribes were the Apalachees, the Tocobaga, the
Tequesta, the Ats, and the Jeago. There were many other
rihes of Archaic Indians in north and south Florida
including through the Keys.

[t 1s sad to report that all of thesc carly Indians,
comewhat over 200,000 of them, were dead or had left Ta
lorida by the nuddle of the 1700s. So in about 200 years
these people vanished from the Earth. Some died in battle,
but most died trom white man’s diseases for which they
had no immunity.

It 1s about these eatly people that our real historians
hold different views. But we do know Mound Builders
crected mounnds i Florida 10,000 years before the birth
of Chost. One ol the best and richest sources of mans’
catly history in Florida is the Windover Site south of
Tiusville. This area was occupied for at least 1,000 years
hetween 7,000 and 8,000 years ago by the Windover
peoples. The Windover Archeological study of their burial
oround near Titusville, Florida, has discovered a treasure
of artifacts and skeletal remains that date back 6,000 years.
T'he find of textiles there is the oldest represented in the
southeast.

Now because of all the millions of years I’'ve written
1bout, I have to digress for a few lines to tell you a fitting
story. It's about 2 man with a certain amount of greed
who was talking directly to the Lotd. And the man said,
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“l.ord, 1s it true that 2 million years of our time 1s equal (o
: y

just one of your minutes?” And the Lord answered, and

satd, “T'T IS TRUL.” Then the man said, “Lord, 15 1t truc

that 2 million dollars ot our money 1s equal to just O11¢ Ol

your pennies?” And the Lotd said, “IT IS TRULL” "T'he
man thought about this for a short time and satd, “Well,

Lord, can I have just one ot your penntes?” In a short
time the Lord answered, “YES, IN JUST A MINUFTL”

Think about 1t.
We all know what a lifetime 1s and a century and have

some understanding ot what has happencd since the birth
ol Christ, but beyond that I might just as well say a long,

long, ttmc ago.

We shall hepin with the Spantsh pertod, 1521 and forward
to 1763. In Charlton 'Tebeau’s “A History ot Florida™ he
wrote a detailed account ot the early Florida Indians, who
they wete, and where they lived.

I was very surprised to learn from his mformanon that
by the middle ot thc 1700%, the original I'lorida Indrans
vanished - about 200,000 of them. Many ol these tribes
lived with complex economic, social, and political
mstituttons. F'hey were a class soctety. Tebeau states (hat
some of these Indians planned and executed largc

consttuction projects that required the labor of larpc

numbers ot people. I was astonished at this information.
I had in my mind (what thereis of it) that the early Indians
wete plumb wild savages. 1 was wrong, They werte
intelligent, resourcetul people.
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ln- readmg, DeVane’s book “larly Florida History”, 1
hegan for the fiest time to understand some of the
1ccomplishments of the Calusa Indians. 1 could hardly
helieve the tmdings ot the pre Columbian canals - canals
ol such size as to stageer one’s imaginattion. One of the
carliest notings of these canals was by General Zachary
Taylor’s engineets 1n 1839. Thetr map shows a canal about
three miles i length running in a northeast direction toward
| ake Okeechobee from what 1s now LaBelle.  Another
canal at |‘1i:~.‘|:1(;;l.lill;{l‘ (.reck was 1}000 feet long leadjng to a
hurtal mound. Tlave you been to Marco Island lately? It
hard (o timagine how, but the Indians made canals on Marco
Island thousands of years ago. They made two canals
traversing Pine Island each three miles in length. There
was also a canal on the mainland opposite Pine Island that
ran for T4 miles ina straight line toward Lake Okeechobec.
AN Evn, who had lived 1n that area around 1851, told
of mounds and canals. He stated that there were four
Lupe mounds on the coast. The 1sland 1s three miles long
and traversed by a canal 40 feet wide and 8 teet deep. In
(;lades County, 2 man named Scott who was the Glades
County Tax Assessor, discovered a canal three miles long,
5() teet wide including embankment and eight or nine feet
deep. Thete are many mote. We wondet how, why, in the
world did the people make such digs? 1 have read that
small amounts ot gold were found 1n some ot the very
old burial mounds. These findings have caused some
historians to believe that thousands ot yeats ago, maybe
cven as much as 15,000 years ago, when Florida was about
iwice the size i1t 1s now, the Keys may have been a
continuous ridge. Also many of the small 1slands to the
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south could have heen connected to each other or at least

be Tarpe cnough i size to offer protection for 20 or 25
loot canocs used by the Central American Indians. If so

9

it 1s cntirely posstble that some of the very advanced Central
American Indians, like the Mayan or Aztecs made the
Caribbean crossing to the Florida peninsula and met with
the Flonda Indians. That could explain the pre-Columbian

canals built in southwestern Florida and small amounts of

gold found n the Calusa shell middens.

As everyone knows, Columbus sailed the ocean blue in
1492. With Spain in desperate financial straits, she was

more than anxious to rape and plunder the New World (if

there was one) for any kind of tiches or spails. So only 20
years after Columbus, Juan Ponce de Teon Linded af
Melbourne Beach or mayhe St. Augustine, and a new cr
for Florida had hepun, Whatever you read about the
Spanish occupation of the Flotida Tertitory, the most
significant result of their occupation was that they cntirely
wiped out Florida’s original Indians. 'I'hey released
thousands of cattle, some horses and pigs into wild lorida,
These animals bred for 300 years. liacl Spenish soldie
had been requjred Lo bring with him 100 sour rool O e
seeds. Those sceds began our sour tool  orunge (rees,
The cattle supported thousands of scttlers, and 1he
movement ot the cattle began our first roads, and there
were no hostile early Indians. They had alrcady

disappeared.

I tutn now to the Florida Cattle Frontier Symposiun
1845-1995 Proceedings published for the Florida Cattle
Frontier Symposium held in Kissimmee in November of

30

995 o dicuss Spantsh history as it applies to Flotida
cattle ||i:-;lnl'\’. 1 he two are iIIH(‘p:l_I'ﬂbIG.

1he S‘):Iili:;h Period 1521 1o 1763

Well, 1t all started, as 1 mentioned, with ol” Chris
Columbus™ tirst voyage ot 1492, Chris made 3 more
voyages to the New Wortld. His adventurcrs brought cattle,
pies, and horses with them each of the 3 voyagces, and as
therr settlements ended, the cattle were set free or they
cwcaped. Also there were many Spanish ships that were
wiechoed that set animals free. These animals were tough,
rong and smart (smarter than most cows, anyway). They
were the Andalusian cattle - small in size with theitr horns
lorward.  These animals arc the forerunners of Texas
l.onghorns (of coutse, many, many years later) and
Mexico’s fighting bulls. With this you can draw a mental
prcture ol these antmals. As they escaped into the Florida
wilds o were turned loose, they could live off the tough
Ilonda grasses and live 1 areas where it was almost
impossible to get them out. They became as wild as deer
hut much smarter. On Columbus’ second voyage,
ambitious Juan Ponce de I.con was among the party of
1,500 men plus anmmals on scventeen vessels loaded to
the gills. 1n 1493 they established a permanent settlement
at dSanto Domingo 1n the Caribbean. Twenty years had to
pass (1513) "tl Ponce de Leon started his treasure hunt
that landed him 1n St. Augustine which 1s where he is
helieved to have named Florida. A second voyage by Ponce
de Leon in 1521, just 29 years after Chris’s first voyage,
carricd some of the Andalusian cattle and other animals.
Remember that along with the cattle came horses and pigs.
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lorida did not have any native pigs. So  St. Augustine
became our Natton’s lirst permanent settlement in 1565.
(Spanish settlers then fanned out from St. Augustine all
the way into 'Texas by 1583 with their cattle). The Florida
Cattle l'rontier Symposium pointed out that i order fo
otve you an 1dea of how much earlier Florida was settled
priot to the other States that were to become Ametica, the
Pilgrims who landed at Plym()ul'h had not even been ot
yet! We've all seen pictures of Pilprims, pumpkins, turkeys,
and Indians. So where are the pictures ot our carly people?

As the Spantsh fanned out from St. Augustine in the
hugce Ilorida tertitory, they built ranchos across the State -
mostly toward Tallahassce. They did not make niany maps.
The Spantsh did not like the interior of rouph Florida,
Persons born in Florida to Spanish parcints were Loown e,
criollas.  T'hey worked as vacuaros on the ranchios of
llorida. — Probably the first Cowboy and Indian fight
occurred when native Indians attacked the vacuaros and
the misstons on the Spanish Ranchos in the Tndian Revolt
of 1647. No one seems to |‘1:.?WL‘. In|t| ”H”_\JWI ol Thou
this. Il bet ]ohn Wayne WOLlld have looled *s'.n‘;ll TN
movie battling the Florida Indians - with really s wild

0 the cary 1700s; Britam, France, and Spain wete all
vying [or control ol the peninsula part of our State. The
Brtish Governor of South Carolina led a raid into Florida
which netted 6,000 head ol Spanish cattle and either killed
ot captured 7,000 nattve Indians. The Indians of Flotida
caught “Hell” no matter what powet to be came into the
State. Remember that when the Spanish period began in
[513 - actually they had two periods, the brief second
pertod was from 1781 to 1821, - the main domination lasted
lbyears as mentioned. The Spanish came to Florida for
poldand riches. There was no gold, but there wete neatly
200 000 native Indians some of whom they caught and
Lold s slaves - mostly to Cuba, some wete sent back to
Spamn. T'he rest of the native Indians died from the white
mans’ diseases. Again just think - in 244 years Spain
completely decimated the native Indian population.
Remember that the Seminoles were not natives but were
comprined ol many difterent tribes which moved 1nto
Ionda atter the destruction of the aboriginal Indians, some
ol whom were here for over thousands of years. There
wits also another form of life in Florida of considerable
importance. Remember that song “Oh, give me a home
where the buffalo roam...”? Well, the American Bison

- M

cows; with palmettos higher than your head, and wiih crossed the Mississippi River a long, long time ago. 1n the o

Diamondback Rattlets! The West, as 1 sce il., Wilh G prieee
ot cake to this setting, The West had submissive cows
that walked together in herds on open ground with anly
some sage and tumbleweeds to cope with.

But, back to the story -
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late 1690s there were huge herds ot Bison infiltrating the
coastal plains. These huge animals lived east of the
Mississippi for several centuties and pushed their way into
l'lorida in search of pasture forage. They came mostly at
the time when Spain had destroyed the native Americans
in northwest Florida, and the animals were unmolested in
the lands deserted by the Indians. There are many stories
about groups of Western Plains Indians who moved into
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near the mouth ot the St. ‘](1|1n: and tOOk Pensacola mn !

thearcaand caupht and domesticated the Bison. In 1716
b

Dicpo Pena recorded o .
) . ll * orded a herd of over three hundred cattle /19, 1t is in this time pertod the French Huguenots wete
And buthalo lree ranoine _ | .
ceonmngimge n an area around Tallahassee. clicved 1o have brought the lirst grapes to our countty.

But lmy e

P

~carly 1700s, a deadly combination of Indians
_ whitc hunters with new and better firearms, put an end t

our buffalo forever. The poor buffalo had no control o
the events that destroyed their herds,

Another first 1ot londa!  “What else did the French I

. 1_ 1 -

do?™ one might ask, and the answer seems to be they
ul'uuulil “culture.””  Howevert, in 1563 the French artist,

b

Jacques e M I, hecame the tirst European artist to come |1
(o Hlorida, 1le provided the first sketches of the Florida
Livdians, '1'hank heaven for Jacques :Moyn s escape.

\'hien the Spanish soldiets attacked and burned St. France’s 1

-

_ In the late 1600s, the Spanish made permanent
scttlements in Pensacola: and in 1 0698, 2 permanent Spanish

settlement was made on Pensacola Bay. Then began the
long cattle drives from Apalachee to Pensacola. But these

drives only lasted until 17 oy which time north Florida
Wi being ravaged by ( rovernor James Moore of Caroling
with his Finglish and their Indian allics. This was from

1702 to 17(

_ 8. As you can see, the Spanish were losing

_ control of lorida territory. With their wea <iess, the
Spanish in{Tuence and cattle ranchi end wh

] uenceand eattde ranching came to an end when

Spanish, through Do Pedro, were foolish

.

 Carolina at the mouth of the St. Johns River only one 1
ther man escaped with him, LeMoyne’s sketches were all il
uined, but this great artist went home and by memory

«corented most of his original wotk. There are copics of

11 ol his plates, and they portray the life of the Timucuan a

Indians in great detail and with detailed artistry.
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way. They left with all the cattle and other anmals (1

| 1OV
Spanish had established over such a long pertod, (1w

again to thank Cecil Tucker II for the v

e vitation 1o e
Of ’ ' |
1da Cattlemens’ Symposium from which il o e

information about catly Florida is taken.)
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France was the next European nation to take i ¢k

Florida. The French Petiod was from 1562 to 1719, 'I'ly¢

1
mterest was i Northwest Florida, In the 156 years, they

did many things - among which was to build Fort (;
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lort Caroline was the only French attempt to settle on
Flortcda’s cast o HRI and Port Caroline was shott-lived. Built
i 1503 or 1Ho4, 11 was soon to be destroyed by the Spanish
soldiers fronm St. Augustine who were just a short march
away. Only a tew people escaped. All the others werc
killed, and the entite Fort was destroyed. (Please see the
reproduced picture of an engraving which 1s included - A
Sixteenth Century Alligator [Tunt.)

The Hinglish period — 1763 —1783. Great Britain pushed
for more powcer as the Spanish control weakened in their
second Pertod, and they then acquired west Florida in 1763
tor 20 ycars. Great Britain captured Havana during their
war with Spain. So in order to regain Havana, the Spanish
traded Tlorida to Gireat Britain - “even steven™. Tooall, this

~would seem 1o have been avery, very poor trade.

When the Brish inhabited the “Territory of Ilotida, it
was so huge that they divided Plortda into two sections.
1The West Hlortda and The Tast Hlorida, The West Florida’s
western boundary was the Mississippi River and included
part of Mississipps, Alabama and Georpia, e cantern
boundary was the Apalachicola River and o capitil wae
Pensacola. The East Florida looked very much e o
present Florida but with St. Augustine as the capical

The Brtish Period, although brief, was very imporian
to Florida. The British established many farms and
cultivated a great deal of land in addition to livestock.  Bul
the British period was also weak, and it ended aftcr only

20 years. So from 1763 to 1783, the British flag flew over
Florida. The British did explote and made some fine maps.
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A special note should be made ot the importance of the
INing’s Road which the British c¢stablished spanning the
distance from St Augustine to New Smyrna. The Road
cided at a dock which 1s just south ot the present South
Bridge which now connects New Smytrna to New Smyrna
Beach, When the British left, a problem erupted. There
were some white settlers who still had sympathy with the
linglish crown and resented the new Florida government.
Lingland returned Florida to Spain at the end of the
Revolutionary War.

1o help establish white communities which would
discourape any Indian from straying outside of this new
iereitory, the Congress of the United States passed the
Armed Occupation Act of 1842 (often called the Florida
Donation). This concept, nearly as old as militaty conquest
itsclf, was meant for persons willing and able to bear arms
apainst the enemy to establish themselves in essentially
med camps (villages) along the borders of Indian
ierritory. In return, the land which they cleared, improved
and planted was to be given them free of chatge, as long
as they maintained themselves for a stipulated petiod of
time (five years). Therefore, at the war’s end, the legislation
was in place for the settlers to assume the garrison-like
duties of the U. S. Army on the Flonida frontet.

[ mention again that after the end of the 3rd Seminole
War fewer than 200 Seminoles were left, and they wete

mostly Mikasukis and Creek. T'm glad that this patt of

history is finished; but note, the Seminoles never signed a
Peace Treaty. There was never true closure to the three
Wars. There were no aboriginal Seminole Indians. They
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incentive to settlers to move into Florida by the score, Most

were cattle owners, and the stealing of the catile hegan
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Seminole Indians in Their Native Costumes |
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perpetuated hosiiity hetween the whites and Seminoles,

west of Florida. These people came down through Florida | '
on the west coast settling in the Everglades area. The Creek 1

Indians (or Muskogee), came into Florida on the east coast. 1

. l T'hese Creek Indians speak the Muskogee language. Most

- liverglades activel h m |
Ve ushed the few rem s - .
. 5 y P few remaining Calus; pcople we call Seminoles can converse 1n etther language. -
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'he Seminole Indians who came into Florida in the

hepinning of the 17005 are discussed in the comine pages.

‘1 -

s interesting to note that the Seminoles crertng (he

Indians into the Sea. 1 refer to the Seminoles as our Tndiine

Y

— the third time around). The white settlers weic just

The beginning of the white settlers dates as far backas 1
(he middle 1700s under the Spanish tlag. The Spanish, by i

killing oft the native Indians created a land vacuum, making i

BT e T BT Bl Wl * = B ¢ ™" e

1) d

- e

- few years behind the migration of the Seminoles which
_ set the stage for most of the 1800s to be a timce of o rea

contlict between the Seminoles and the white settlers. (1'he
_ three Indian Wars will be discussed). '

jp—

it possible for white settlers to move out of Alabama, |

(icorgia, and the Carolinas to find a better way of life.

Dr. Julian G . any of their tarms were worked out or maybe they had 1l
t. Julian Granberry, noted paleontologist and linpuist, ‘ouble with the law, but most wanted to live in new wild |

has found traces that suggest the Seminole people acqurred ' 1

the Mikasuki | e country to try and find a new and better way to live - and
 Hitkasuki anguage from the Hitchiti nation north and 1o he Cowboys, cattle people. With them, too, came many ;
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tribes of Indians. Some came from the same areas and

some from the west. Many years would pass before the
Indian Wars, but in effect the struggle between whites and

(nken by the Indians were used as share croppers and not I
(reated nearly as badly as they had been under their white i
owners. ‘The whites hated the Indians for harboring theit

Indians had already begun - and what a strugele it was!

['will always be glad Dr. John Mahon was kind enough

to come to the Ft. Christmas Historical meeting on August

5, 1996 to speak on the Seminole Wars, He explained
caretully why the Seminole Indians and the white settlers
could never have lived together in peace and harmony.

This essentially is what Dr. Mahon shared with us at that
program:

The first great reason was the abundance of the nNow
free land or cheap land. The red men wanted just to live

run away slaves. Both the Indians and the whites stole
cach other’s cattle, and the hatred on both sides grew.

I'here was the religious difference, too. The white man
helieved 1 life after death. They believed in Heaven and
lell. The Indians could not accept or understand this

iype of thinking, as they accepted death as being part of
(he Great Spirit which was in all life - rocks and everything

On carth.

I'he Indians wanted just to live on the land as it was,
and the white man wanted to change it.

onit. The settlers wanted to own it. The red men believed
that the land belonged to cveryone. The red man’s culture
thought the land belonged to their dead, to the living, and

then to their unborn.

All ot the above generated deep hate between the two
[actions and set the stage for the Indian Wars ahead,

and so 1t began.

The second great difference was the red man’s culture
was primarily a matriarchal society. The women wete the
power 1n the tribe, and they often decided who the next
Chief or leader would be, This was the opposite of the
catly settlers who gave women vittually no place in their
soctety other than keeping house and reating children.

The great history of the Seminole Indians in Florida
will be covered in detail in a forthcoming book. This book 1
docs not have space enough to tell the Seminole history or 1
discuss the outlandish treaties offered by the U. S. 1
covernment.  As the white settlers poured into Florida,
| I iere was no way the treaties could have been honored. |

o —————F

———r——— T,
R

The next great division was slavery. Even though the
ted men often took slaves, the slaves were not treated like
the slaves of the white men. Many run-away slaves escaped
trom their white owners to be again slaves of the Seminolcs.
But this time they fared much better. The negro slaves

Atier the Creek War ravaged southern Alabama, and
Gienceral Andtrew Jackson defeated the Creeks in 1814, many
ol the Creeks fled to safety in Spanish Florida. But they !
were warlike in natute and desperate for food and clothing,
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Shortly atter the 1821 transfer of Florida to the United
otates, the “I'reaty of 1823 was forged. The Treaty of il
Moultric Creek was put into place. The Indians wete to

vive up everything they owned - especially all their cattle
and move nto Central Flotida to be fed for 20 yeats. 1
can’t behieve anyone really thought the Seminoles would
live with that. I'm sure they had rather join the Big Spitit
than live like paupers waiting for handouts .

[ ——— . -

—_— e e T e e e

I'he Hirst Seminole War erupted in 1818, No mattet ;-y
what losses the white settlers had to suffer, the Seminoles’

losses were of mote consequence, because there were so i
[cw Seminoles left to fight. I don’t know how many
Seminoles there were during the First Seminole War, but it
must not have been over 1,000, because by the Second
Seminole War, 1t is estimated there were between 800 and
They resorted to plundering both Spanish and American _— 900 Seminoles and 300 blacks - petiod! By the end of the
cattle along the trontier. It 1s interesting to note that the e
Creeks joined with the British Alliance in the War ot 1812. | s s i o s e _:_ 1l

T

1.

In 1814 General Andrew Jackson not only defeated the
fleeing Indtans but captured Pensacola. Dr. John Mahon
states that November 21, 1817 was the real start of the
First Seminole Wat. Jackson made an (unauthorized) cattle -
and slave raid into Florida destroying Seminole and . o= “}ﬁ_ f __ ;e B
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Untortunately, the tew remaining Timucuan Indians also gy - "--- — &
perished - the last of their kind. In the year 1821, after the e e = . -
second Spanish period, the territory of Florida became a el — e ____
Territory of the United States for a $5,000 claim. e : i
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their chests to march down the roads in files and had them
fire from a grouped position just like the British! So, the

Indians lost very tew wartiors but dropped the poor U.S.
soldiers like flies.

The Army built forts across Flotida - one day’s march
apart for the soldiers. Go read the markers at the sites of
these old forts - like “Commandant Mellon died hete”
(Sanford) or “Capt Maitland was fatally wounded at Fort
Maitland.” And this went on for about five years until our
Generals understood they must fight skirmishes - capture
small Indian bands, etc, and listen to this! ‘That horrible
7 years of war may have caused as many as 50,000 deaths
from fever, hunger, and gunshot wounds, etc! There wete
whole families that did not survive. This War is
remembeted by historians like Dr. Mahon as a wat as bad
as the Vietnam War, and our soldiers suffered just as much
as out soldiers 1n the rice fields and jungles of Vietnam.
That tertible war cost the government over $20,000,000.
It used 3,000 volunteers as well as the Regular Army. Forty
main actions were fought. Some of the Generals used
were (General D. L. Clinch 1830, General Winfield Scott
1836, General R. K. Call, General T. S. Jesup, General
Zachary Taylor 1838 to 1840. In all, Dr. Mahon says that
many of the Officers who served were to become
Generals in the Union Army and in the Confederate Army

(75 in all)

And how did the Second Seminole War end? It didn'’t.
It just came to a halt with no victory for the U.S. Troops ot
the Indians. In 1843 the Commander of Ametican forces
in Florida, Colonel William Jennings Worth (for whom

46

the crties of Lake Worth, Florida and Fort Worth, Texas,
are named), just simply declared the Second Seminole War

OV,

As sad as it was, one more Seminole War had to be
lought before it was over. It was from 1855 to 1858 and
crupted over U. S, Army sutrveyors enteting their land in
the I'ZVCrg]_EldCS.

| dipress:

I'he vatious Treaties done by the whites reminds me of
the story about Jeffrey, a horrible little boy. Jeffrey was
horrible because he lied about everything, He lied to his
mothet, he lied to his father, he lied to his school teacher,
he lied to everybody.  Jeffrey’s father tried everything in
the world to stop Jeffrey from lying, He yelled at the boy,

he spanked the boy, he just did everything he could think
ol, but Jettrey just kept on lying.

Once day when Jeffrey’s father was in his living room
reading the paper, he heard Jeffrey screaming, “There’s a
lion in the yatd! There’s a lion in the yard!” And with that,

Jetirey burst into the living room and slammed the door.

Now [cttrey’s father knew there was no lion in the yard,
but he got up and opened the door and looked out, and
(hen he said, “Jettrey, I am sick of your lying. You know
very well that animal in our yard is just our old Collie dog
that we got shaved for the Summer. We just left a ting of

lur around her neck and a fur ball on the end of her tail,
bhut IS NOT A LION! It’s just our old dog!”
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Jettrey’s father had reached the end of his rope. He
said to Jeftrey, “Son, I want you to go up to your room
and pray to God that you will stop lying and then wait for

(od to answer you before you come back downstairs. Now
go - and start praying,”

S0 Jetfrey went upstaits - was gone about 30 minutes
and reappeared downstairs in front of his father. “Did
you pray to the Lord to help you stop lying?” Jeffrey said,
“Yes I did.” Jeffrey’s father asked, “Well, did the Lord
answer your” Jetfrey said, “Yes, He did.” “Well, what did
the Lord say?” And Jeffrey answered, “The Lotd told me
thatif He had seen that dog outside He would have thought

'J?

it was a lion, too!

| {ow Deal v
{  The farmer had been taken sev eral-timnes by the local car dealer, One day, the car dealer
mf?r;?ed the farmer that he was commg QVEr {0 purchasﬁ 4 cow, The farmer priced his unit
| a3 follows:
| Basic COW wrvuvvmncrnsnsmpsnen 549995 _'Autamati'c Fentilizer Attachment ...359.40 |
| Shipping and Handling ......oemseens. 233,78 4x4 Traction Drive Assembly ........ 884,18
| Extra SIomach «.eoncmmeennon s m.'iﬁ 25 Pre-Delivery Wash and Comb ......... 69.80)
1 Two Tone Exterior SOTSRRRN: 134 11 B - -
Produce Storage Compartment ... 128,50 -~ Farmer’s Suggested List Price ..$2.843.38 |
| Heavy Duty Straw Chopper v, iS? 60  Additional Dealer Adjustments ..... 300,00 1
{ Four Spigot High Quiput S
i Drain System ... ..... 149 20 Total List Pri |
j o Rl oySIem ... rterasaentssorreres SN L9 8c1 | 00 cvciierne H“$31l43*33 :_
Automatic Fly Swatter oo, 8850  (including oprions) -'
| Genutine Cowhida Uphu stery ¢¢¢¢¢¢ 17990 Tax and Bar TA85 coneervevinnnsn, 418.00 |
1 Delvxe Dual Homs .oocoovvicvvnrecnnnn 5925 | | werer $3,561,38 |
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THE EARLY SETTLERS
BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR

Remember when 1 talked about the Spanish petiod

carlier, 244 years, trom 1521 to 1763. The Spanish petiod
actually paved the way for our earliest settlers. The Spanish
liadl killed off all the native Florida Indians, many of whom
were very war-like, The Spanish had for 200 yeats released
cattle, horses, and pigs into the wilds of Florida. These

natural resources along with the vacuum that was left 1n
north Florida caused Indians of many ditferent tribes -
some from the West, but most from Flotida, (Georgia, and

South Carolina, to move 1nto the vacated areas principally

to round up the wild animals at the same time white settlets
heean to settle in northern Florida for much the same
reasons. The early white settlers came from all over the
Southern States. For the most part they wete dead broke,
having left farms that were “farmed out”. Some of the
scitlers were running from the law, but no mattet why they
came, they all shared something 1n common. It was a
chance to have their own land, to gather cattle, and raise
(he standards of living past mere subsistence for their
lamilics. They came by the hundreds. Some walked, some
rode horses, some came by horse or oxen pulled wagons.
(You nced to read Mary Ida Bass Barber’s book, “Florida
lronticr - The Way Hit Wuz” to get a teal feel for how
these catly settlers ived). Still, the early settlers could nevet
have survived without the wild cows. Those who wete
hrave cnough rode into the swamps and chased out the
wild cows to eat ot to sell or trade. They needed the hides
long with the meat. The wild pigs were a real god-send.
\You could shoot a pig and eat it then; ot catch it, pen 1t up,
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and eat it anytime you wanted food - which made the daily
wotk of food-gathering so much easier. Meat was curcd
In barrels by layering it with salt or smoked in 2
smokehouse. Salt was expensive and scatce, so hogs werc
rendered (the fat cooked out) and the hog lard was used to
pack cooked meat for months before it spoiled. So life
got a little easier.  Most settlers planted a small garden,
and most all seem to have grown sweet potatoes. These
hardy plants will grow where more fussy plants refuse to
gtow. The sweet potatoes could be stored for a long petiod
(as long as they were dry). They could be boiled, fried,
cooked in ashes - or made into pie - so versatile!

When the settlers were able to corral and pen up
domestic animals along with planting small gardens of
sweet potatoes and greens and sugar cane, scavenging the
woods for wild foods decreased some.

Can you see why our early settlers were such strong,
great peopler It was truly the survival of the fittest.

While I write in some detail about all the native food
that could be had by a hungry settler, I wish to insert 2
stoty here that makes a point:

Two dog hunters were discussing what they fed their
dogs. The first man very proudly said that he fed his dogs
the very best and most expensive dog food that he could
buy. He then asked the other dog owner what he fed his
dogs, and he replied, “I feed my dogs collard greens.” The
tirst dog owner was amazed and said, “Why, my dogs would
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not cat collard greens!” Then the second dog owner said,

“Minc wouldn’t either the first two weeks.”

The carly settlers ate what they had to eat to stay alive.
It ook many of them years to have a comfortable house

and garden and livestock.

| have spent much time studying how these people stayed
alive. Hirst, they would need a gun and a mosquito net,
nd it they foraged from daylight to dark, they had a chance.
T'he turther south they traveled, the morte prolific the rivers
became. Again, wild Flotida was full of the Spanish cows,
some wild for 200 years. There were some wild horses
and many wild pigs (Florida had no native pigs). The tiver
hanks were thick with wild grapes in season and trees of
hip cat-head yellow guavas that grew close to the tiver.
Wild persimmon trees dotted the landscape on the higher
oround. They found there wete trees of wild sour oranges
ind dense growths of blackberries. The Spanish soldiets
who came to our shores were required to bring with them
|00 orange seeds. These wete sour stock, which they
preferred. These were then spread around the State first

by the Spanish and then by the Indians.

I'he rivers were «covered in some areas with the
walcrcress plants which were eaten by the Indians. You
could wade on the edges of sandbars in the fresh watet
rivers barefooted, until you felt mussel shells under your
locs. You could then stop and dig up a pail of fresh water
musscls in a short time. The rivers were alive with fish. It

way with a blazing liter- knot torch (the heart of a pine
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tree filled with resin). Nets and fish traps were also uscd.
There was more than a considerable amount of rattlesnakes
to use for food. It only takes a few seconds to cut oft thc
rattler’s head and pull off the skin. It 1s almost as easy as
peeling a banana. The pure white meat 1s delicious, fried
or baked 1n a fire. As a matter of fact, most all snakes arc
edible, the meat being firm and white. Giant bullfrogs
lined the rivers’ edges, and they could be hit with a stick
and put in a bag and thrown over the shoulder until onc
had a goodly sack-full to take home. Then all you had to
do was separate the frog from its legs and toss the legs in
the trying pan. You have to watch close while cooking,
though, as some of the legs would hop back out of the
frying pan! And that’s the truth.

There was no shortage of alligators. You hunt them at
night. As long as you keep a light in front of you, you can
spot a gator’s tuby red eyes and move right up to the
temporarily blinded gator. If you had a gun, you shot the
gator 1n the middle of his head; or it you dared, you could
give him a good whack in the forehead with a sharp axe.
You then dragged the gator to the nearest shore and cut
oft his tail about behind his hind legs and peel off the
meat from the hide. Alligators do not skin out easily. If
the gator was killed for the hide, you cut ott the gator’s
head and tail and back and kept the soft underside of the
hide. You just keep the meat in the tail section for eating.
(ator meat can be tough, but it is all white, tastes like fishy
chicken, and 1s an excellent meal. The early settlers did
not have fishing rods and reels or the time to sit and fish,
so they put out set lines, a short line with a hook and
whatever kind ot bait they could find, usually mussels or

D2

1 PIece ol fish. The line was tied to a tree Iimb hangjng
over the water. The hooks were baited before dark, and
the Imes revisited first thing in the morning, Most often,
vou would catch a blue cattish - sometimes a turtle - most
prized was the sott shell turtle. They grow to weigh more
than 20 pounds and are delicious to eat. When you try to
lake one off the hook, his neck stretches longer and longer
antil you wonder where in the world the turtle could have
had all that neck inside his shelll After the turtle was finally
unhooked, he was placed 1n a gunnysack to make carrying
caster, and so he would not reach around and give you a
very wood bitel The meat was trimmed out of the turtle’s

solt but very tough shell. Of all the river food, soft shell-

turtle was the favorite.

1'he rivers were covered with water towl and most of
the river birds were all year around birds. The settlers ate
1 lot of Curlews or white Ibis, because they were so
numerous and easy to kill and had a suitable taste.
Migeratory Coots also wete often taken, because you could
oct up very close to a raft of Coots, make one shot with a
shotpun, and kill a half-dozen birds. Then the Coot was
cut open carefully and the very large g1zzard was removed
(o cat. ‘T'he balance of the bird is discarded. When you
cul open the gizzard, it 1s done caretully so as not to let the
contents of the gizzard touch the meat. The gizzard 1s
only Farr to cat unless you are awtully hungry. That makes

1 excellent

| luge Gar fish swim just under the surtace of the water.
These prehistorie fish were eastly gigged or shot, and when
the meat was pulled out of their almost protective shell,
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this cotton-like white meat could be cut out and putin a
pot to boil with potatoes to make a sort of fish chowder.
The settlers learned this method from the Seminole Indians,
(I have seen this dish being prepared by some Seminoles).

Along the edges of the swamps near the rivers Orow
endless number of palmetto palms. Heart of Palm makes
a delicious salad, or it can be diced up and put in a skillet
with bacon fat and a few onions, salt and pepper. Cooked
til done. Itis delicious. (Swamp cabbage is another name
tor this food. Only one I knew for years! Hearts of Palm
can nowadays be bought in cans in grocery stores and costs
quite 2 bit). To cut the swamp cabbage, you have to take
an axe and whack and whack until the young tree falls.
Then you chop away the outside covering expertly until
just the heart of the palm is exposed. You have to work at
this some! It does not just jump out ready-to-cat! The
Palmettos also furnished palmetto fans for thatching to
use for temporary living areas. The early settlers had no
money (or place to o) for hats for protection, so they
learned to pull the palmetto fans into small strips and weave
them in to a hat. These were Florida’s first straw hats!
The Saw Palmetto berries were sometimes mixed with other
ingredients to make a “home remedy” and could also be

picked and fed to the pigs.

The pine trees offered the settlers another very important
product. There is not a whole lot to eat on a pine tree, you
know, but a pine tree was the next best thing to a drug
store, at least the pine resin or pitch was. Turpentine made
from the pine pitch was used to treat cuts and wounds
and, mixed with other available home medicines, it was an
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“all purpose cure”. (As you know, as the years went on,
the Florida Yellow Pine gave birth to a large turpentine

mdustry here in Florida). The dead pine trees left an
mncr structure called liter from which the hardest kind of

(ence posts were cut. The liter knots, full of pitch, were
used for torches for outdoor use, as they dripped red hot
restn as they burned. The small strips ot liter were used
lor kindling, so you could start a fire with only one match.

1'he oak trees offered hardwood that burned slowly 1n a
lireplace. The oak leaves give off a tremendous amount
of smoke when raked ito piles and burned. They learned
1o burn these smoke fires around the house to keep away

imosquitos. The moss that hung from the oak limbs could

he pulled down and used to stuft mattresses.

I'he antmal life along the rivers must have been
something to behold. They were full of otters that could
e 1aken by traps or hunted by dogs. These animals were
aken for furs to trade with for flour, sugat, cottee, etc.
Raccoons were plentitul along the rivers, so many hunters
nade aliving just hunting and trapping "coons and otters.

There was a good supply of opossums, too. They were
casy 1o catch at night. Just jerk one out of a tree by his tail,
and when he’s upside down, he can’t curl up and bite you.
[ However, |learned early on that it 1t is a small *possum,
e can curl up and bite anyhow! The ‘possum 1s an ugly
animal with horrible looking very thin fur and a long rat-
ke tatl. Tis head is small with beady eyes and sharp teeth.
| e 15, however, very good to eat with sweet potatoes - if
you don’t mind the fat. I could eat a possum on about
the third day of no food. The hammocks along the rivers
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were alive with wild turkeys, but they were not easy to
come by unless you found where they roosted 1n a tree at
night and got under them the next morning before they
flew down so you could shoot them out of the trees. Deer
wete not nearly so plentitul as they are now. I imagine the

settlers fortunate enough to have good deer hounds got
most of the deer.

There were other things to eat along the tivers in season.
Every summer blackberries grew in grant clumps. But they
have sharp thorns that hold your hand from coming back
atter you stick 1t mn the bush to pick a berry. Another
thing, when the berties drop on the ground, rats come to
eat the berries, and rattlesnakes come to eat the rats. So a
oood berry- picker could pick a sack of berries and might

have another sack for a rattlesnake or two.

In the same areas of higher drier ground along the
palmettos, thete were endless gopher holes - which you
could see from some distance, because of the white pile
of sand heaped up by the long tunnel dug out by the
cophet. Rattlesnakes and gophers often frequent the same
hole, so when inspecting a gopher hole for a gophet, it 1s
wise to look for the wide track that a rattlesnake makes as
he crawls 1nto the convenient gopher hole! Now gopher
turtles are land turtles. They don’tlook good to eat because
of the tough looking skin and dark shell, but they are really
delicious to eat. You could dig one out of his hole or you
could hunt around his hole and catch him crawling around
the palmettos. This doctle animal won’t bite, so you can
put several in a sack and take them back to camp. You
could then eat one, and put the rest of them in a pen until

56

"
e
s
ol
ol
el

\
A

1 FFof _

youwere hungry. When I was a student at the University
ol Tlorida in Gainesville 1n the late 1940s, I would see
ake hack (rucks loaded with gophers going to Georgia
(o he sold. They were too easy to catch; now, gopher
turtles are a protected species.

The cabbage palms along the rivers wete loaded with
prey squirrels which were excellent when prepared with a
(hick pravy. Inaddition, the upper pine lands had numerous
lox squirrels which could often be killed with a stick as
they ran from tree to tree. They have a vety strong pine
(aste 1o the meat. There were also abundant rabbits and
the smaller swamp rabbits - excellent when fried.

|1y addition to the natural animals of Florida, there were
wild cows - decendents of the Spanish cows and wild pigs
decendents of the Spanish pigs. These animals could be
Lilled on the spot or captured and fenced in for future use
nd trade. But again, most settlers would have starved to
death i the Spanish had not lett the wild cows, hotses,

and ples,

| hope | have not made the Florida experiences sound
like v caleteria - 1twas not. These eatly settlers ofte looked
very old and most died young, They worked day and night
(o stay alive, but the fact was that at least in Flotida there
wis lood and a tuture 1t you were willing to work tor it
and pay whatever price to get it - like snake bites and malaria
A jlm;:lc rot from the mud.

Most of the east coast of Florida was called Mosquito
County for a good reason. Even in my litetime, when
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conditions are right, I've seen mosquitos rise from thc
swamp at dark and literally turn the sky grey and sound
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The early settlers’ houses were designed to deal with
the heat and the mosquitos. A large cleartng was made
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around the house to help keep the bugs away. There were
no lawns. Instead, the “yard” around the house was usually i - B |
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the bugs away, but if an animal or snake went under the
house, a track was made in the raked sand and you could
deal with the “intruder”. The clearing could also help keep

a possible woods fire from getting close to a house.

ARy
s

Lt Ll Dk L
-

A R R )
dkdmmd kg dd = ammgs o

L LSaiiayil. ITTLITIZIIILL
- LT LVTAED oo .. talIl LLIRERELdn 1
-1 et VVTe adanil -y .

[Ep—

cdmmkesma s moadddhd s = »
et Ll b bl L b Ll b et b Lt 2 L1
il L R bl | EL DL L LY Ll b

== ——
E |

+*
AR pad fd b phde g d

JEmia.lgam.adanall.l. .

ypical Florida Cracker House

L

In the evenings or whenever the mosquitos were bad,
smudece pot was lit or a fire of green wood or oak leaves
wis made to produce a lot of smoke. It was built on the
side of” the house that the wind was blowing toward. Smoke

The house was usually built about three feet above the
oround to allow for ventilation. Most old Cracker Houses
had a simular type structure. The house was divided by a
“dog trot” that provided further ventilation. The various
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rooms opened off the dog trot. A large open porch was and mosquito netting were the only protection from the |
built around several sides of the house and could afford a hnge ry Mosquitos. |

cood sitting place in a comfortable rocking chair and also

~ keep the rain and the very hot sun out of the house. The

kitchen was generally built out behind the house, separated

from the main house, to avoid the heat of cooking and as
protection from possible kitchen fires.

—_——

You have already guessed that the outhouse was built a
“lur picee” from the house as were the barns. The window

- L

apenings in the early houses had no screens, but a type of
shatier was made on hinges over each window. If you
~wanted the shutter to close over the window, you simply
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took out the stick that held the shutter up. It would be
neat to write a complete story about the eatly Cracker
Houses. They were special.

But with all these obstacles, they still came, because it
was the only place to go. The other States had next to
nothing to offer in the way of free food or opportunity.

Incidentally, when I was describing the preparation and
eating of the various kinds of wildlife, it was not from a

publication. In my younger days, I tried just about every
food that I described!
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THE EARLY SETTLERS
AFTER THE CIVIL WAR

l'rom 1861 to 1865 came
(he Northern War of
Aporesston or as some call
i the Civil War, Never 1n
memory has a defeated
|u:=u|1|(“ sulfered so greatly.
|.tierally  thousands of
Southerners from (Geotgia,
Alibama and South Carolina
had o chotce - to leave tor the
lrontier of Florida or just
plan starve. Many of these Confederate men came home
io Hind they had nothing. Many had had their property
conliscated, their homes burned, and livestock all killed. 1
peak ol one place 1 particular - a little town 1n South
Carolina - at a place called Mule Island, near Ehrhardt.

T'he community heard that the Yankee Army was coming,

<o the farmers for miles around took their horses and mules
and hid them on this 1sland.  Unfortunately, the Yankee
soldiers discovered the 1sland and every animal to the last
wats destroyed. The niver around the island ran red with
hlood. As cruel as this sounds, the North could not afford
(o let the farmers keep feeding the Confederate troops!
With no farm animals to plow or give them transportation,
people just like the Ehrhardt people, packed what they
ladd left and headed for Florida. There was no place in the
other Southern states where food was available. Some of
these people came to Florida with only a bag on their
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shoulders and a stick. T know this through interviews of

some old Florida families,

I would like to insert here Just one paragraph from
Abraham Lincoln’s “A Program For Reconstruction” given

to Congress on December 8, 1863. This paragraph refers

to persons who will not be pardoned for their part in the
Civil War:

“Loe persons excepted from the venefits of the foregoing provisions

are all who are or shall have been civil or diplomatic officers or agents

of the so-called Confederate government: all who hape left judicial

stations under the United States 19 2id the rebellion; all who are or
shall have been military or naval o ffecers of so-called Confederate
governmeent avove the rank of colonel in the A 1y or of lieutenant

i the Navy; all who left seats in the United States Con oress 1o aid

the rebellion; all who resigned commissions in the A 1y or Nayy of

the United States and dftervard aided the rebellion; and all whe
bave engaged in any way in Ireating colored persons, or white persons
in charge of such, otherwise than lawfully as prisoners or war, and

which persons may have been Jound in the United States service as
SOldzers, seamen, or in any other capacity.”

You can well imagine how this decree was broadened in

application. This decree, however, did bting a whole new
class of the South’s “finest” to join with the other settlers.
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HOW THE EARLY SETTLERS LIVED

I would like to read some notes about the first white
scettlers coming into Florida in the middle 1700s, Mostly
ey were people who had failed as farmers or had
problems with the law in other states or very poot people
who wanted a better chance in life. ‘The greatest entrance
was alter the Civil War - 1865. They were all vety tough
ind determined to make a new or better life.  Some came
o Iorida by oxcarts, some came on horse-pulled carts,
“ome caime on horseback, and others just walked with only
roitleand asack on their backs. These hardy people could
stay abive with just two things - a gun and mosquito netting
that would be used at night. For lodgings, they felled palm
Hees and used palmetto fronds as a roof: and like the
[nliing, they probably had along table as the only furniture,
A they progressed, they built simple houses called Cracker
Houses about three feet above the ground with an open
porch around the house. The roof was covered with
handmade shingles. The kitchen was built apart from the
house 1o avord a possible kitchen fire from spreading and
(o reduce heat in the house. An open hall went through
the middle of the house for ventilation. The open hall 1s
olten relerred to as a dogtrot. They did not have lawns,
i they raked the sand around the house every day so
they could tell if a snake or animal had gotten under the
hounse. A distance from the house would be the outhouse.
There was no water inside the house, no electricity to
luenesh Tights, no air-conditioning, no screen ot

wnnluwpzlnc‘fs.
Some distance from the house, a well was dug to lift
w.ier [rom below the ground unless the house was built
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near water. As [ said before, there was no electricity, no
lights, no T.V. For lights, candles were used; and much
latet, coal oil or kerosene lamps were made available. For
hunting at night, torches were made from liter knots (which
were the insides of old pine trees that ate full of pitch and
burn very brightly).

As soon as a garden area was cleared and prepated, sweet
potatoes were planted, as they were a hardy plant; and the
yams could be fried, boiled, baked, and even made into
sweet potato pie. Corn was another crop. dSugar cane
came next, and once a year the stalks of sugar cane were
cut down and ground in a cane grinder to make syrup,
molasses, a very rough brown sugar, and sometimes a candy
which was wrapped in corn silk. The eatly settlers needed
only to buy flour, coffee, and salt (to salt down meat) to
survive. The trest of their food they hunted or gathered.
The Spanish settlements had released thousands of hogs
over a 244 year span into the woods and swamps. These
animals were a god-send to these eatly settlers. They could
shoot a pig and eat it that day or use their catch- dogs to
catch and hold the squealing pig until the settler could tie
the pig up, maybe notch the ear to “brand” it, and put it in
a wagon to take home where, at some distance from the
house, a pigpen was built to hold the pig, and fed scraps
and corn until such time as the family would slaughter the
pig. That way the family had pork to eat at any time.
Remember, there was no refrigeration, so the settlers would
slaughter several large hogs, cook the fat into a substance
called lard - sort ot like Crisco - then cook the pig’s meat
and pack it into barrels between layers of the lard. This
kept the meat fresh for many months. With salt, they could
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cut strips ol bacon and salt it down to be used as needed.
The Lid was also used to make biscuits and fry any other
[ood. Tard was the main ingredient in making soap, too -
whieh was done once a yeat.

Wild Spanish cows could be driven into corrals and sold
(ot eash money or traded. Wild turkeys, deer, rabbits,
souireels, water birds, ducks, raccoons and possums were

(o he had according to the skill of the hunter. Also available

were stakes, turtles, and gophets.

I'he swamps held the tasty palmetto palm which yields
| leart ol Palm (swamp cabbage) which 1s good fried or as
2 salad. You just needed a good axe to whack the palm

{|HWIL

Settlers learned from the Indians how to find wild honey.
You just followed the direction the bees tlew in until you
located the bee hive - usually in a hollow tree. Then you
started a smoke-y fire, cut down the tree, and scooped out
the honey and honeycomb to take home 1n containets.
I Honey was a wonderful treat for the whole family, and it
could he stored in the pantry for many months and used
(o spread on biscuits that were served every day. There
were 1 number of uses for the beeswax - one of which
was naking candles.

1'here were other sweet treats 1n the woods also.
$lackberries 1n season were always numerous along the
swampy arcas. Blueberries grew wild, and grapes 1n season
would hang on vines growing up to 20 teet high 1n a tree.
1'he clear water streams floated watercress which could be
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caten as a green. Wild persimmons (the green ones make
your mouth pucket!) grew on sandy ridges and big cathead
yellow guavas grew along river banks.

The palmetto areas produced big gopher turtles which
could be caught crawling or dug out of a gopher hole -
sometimes along with a big rattlesnake - which incidentally
1s excellent to eat and only takes a few minutes to prepare.
The snake 1s peeled almost like a banana. Fish were plentiful
and could be speared at night using a spear and torch or
caught on set lines. The set lines produced large quantities
of catfish and occastonally a soft-shell turtle wetghing up
to 20 pounds. Turtle eggs were plentiful in season along
the tiver banks. You can bake with them. In short, you
could live in Florida 1f you were tough enough and a good
enough food gatherer.

If you have been in the woods or as you drive along
most any country road, you will see fields of saw palmettos.
Our State was covered with dense fields and swamps of
these palmettos - making them almost impossible to
penetrate, and 1f you did, the saw edge of the palmetto
fan could tear your clothing off. These palmetto patches
would turn away anyone except people like our early settlers
who cut trails through them. They cut the palm fronds to
make roofs for temporary housing, and the women pulled
the palmetto fans into strips and wove palmetto straw hats,
as the eatly settlers had no money to buy a manufactured
hat. These hats not only protected their heads, but they
kept the sun and bugs oft their heads and necks. Also, the
tightly woven hats could be used to dip up a drink of water.
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[oaddinion, they learned from the Indians that the sago
b trees or cabbage palms could be eaten 1f you had a
,n|1:n’|1 1x¢ (o cut out the “heart of the palm”. This could
e caten raw as a salad or cooked with bacon and onions
i nakes o delictous meal. These very same freshly cut
hearts ol palmare still sold 1n areas away from the cities or
vou can buy hearts of palm 1n cans in the grocery stores.

The palmetto trees were cut and used for logs to build

docks or butldings. And finally, the palmetto berries were
mixed with other ingredients and used for medicines.

[t was an interesting world in which these settlers lived.
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A SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT DATES

For a matter of review, 1 have listed some important
dates and events of Florida history:

1513

Ponce de Leon arrives on the shores of what he named
“La Florida” - may have been Melbourne

1519-60
Spantards explore and attempt to settle Florida

1564

French establish a colony near modern-day Jacksonville

1565
Spanish destroyed the French colony at Jacksonville and

then established St. Augustine

1600

Priests and Colonists establish missions and settlements
in West Florida

1687
Runaway slaves from British America find refuge in St.
Augustine

1698
Spanish establish a second town in Florida at modern-day
Pensacola

03

i

/02 O
Botish soldiers and their Indian allies raid and destroy the

Spantsh misstons and attack St. Augustine

/19
lrench saw Spantsh weakness and captured Pensacola

|/ 38

The tirst free black town 1s established near St. Augustine

| /0 )
Spain cedes Florida to England in exchange tor Cuba

| /G
linelish created two territories called East and West Florida

/6
lineland returns Florida to Spain at the end of the
Revoluttonary War

/]
Spam regained Pensacola

81
Andrew Jackson attacked Florida Indians in western Florida
lon the irst Seminole War

It.."')!

I

Spain cedes Florida to the United States and Florida
hecomes a'lerrtory with 2 new Territory government

| 400

Tallahassee becomes a Territorial Cﬂpitol
69
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1830

Flotida Tettitory had a population of 34,730. Almost half
of this number were slaves. Note: our population as of
now, 1996, approaches nearly 17,000,000, with promise
of mote to come.

LS Troops embark from Florida to fight in the Spanish-
Acrican Wat

NINEE
Hlotd trains troops for World War 1

1835-42

Seven years of Second Seminole War is waged

I thought this was as far as I should go with the dates.
1838-39
A Constitution of Statehood is drafted | would like to call attention to the fact that Florida is

the only State that has been under five flags:

1842
Armed Occupation Act Spanish 1521-1763 244 years
1845 [ rench 1562-1719 157 years
Flotida becomes the 27th State and William Mosely is
elected Governor Coreat Britatn - 1763-1783 20 years
1855-58 Confederate 1860-1865 4 years
The Third Seminole War takes place

Stoof Florida 1845-1996 150 years

1861
On January 10, Florida left the Union

1860-65
Florida participates in the Civil War

1865
Federal troops took over Tallahassee on May 10

1898
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Now just you tty to tell me that Florida doesn’t have
the hest history of any State! See, I was right!




I found in DelVane’s “Early Florida
Hastory” a wonderful story entitled Wolpes
et | take the liberty o reprint exactly as ¥ gt e
picture of - a bunter who has just killed a .
wolf. 1t is known that Florida had a large
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most of Florida, Tt is thought by some that these wolves

had lived in Florida for thousands of years even before

the advent of the catly abotiginal Indians,

The howl of the Florida wolf is no longet heard to
hreak the stillness of the night. Once he could be heard
calling his mate for a prowl on a moonlit night. Wolves
hunted in packs and were a troublesome menace to pioneer
cattlemen and sheep herders. They usually denned up in a
very thick scrub or dense hammock, usually far from

habitation. In the spring of the year when the new Crop
ol calves wete young, they did the greatest damage. Often

hey would make raids on cattle 15 to 20 miles away from
therr dens.
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population must have exploded.
the dense areas of Florida where

The Spanish did not like

the wolves lived in oreat
ettlers came to Florida in

were a setious problem to

as where the wolves were

, the early settlers had to abandon these places
because of the loss of their livestock to the

research on the wolves, T di

them attacking p.eople. I can only assume that the Florida
wolt probably did live here for thousands of years, but

they came to an end about 1915 in the entire State - best [
can tell.

The herds of cows, calves, bulls and yearlings usually
hedded down for the night in a dry open space which
ottered them better protection to fight the murdering wolf
pack. “I'he calves and yeatlings were herded into the center
lor protection. The older cows and bulls formed an outer

tng with heads and horns pointed outward to meet the
Carpe ol the pack.

The battle continued until the pack had killed one, two

o sometimes three cattle. Then after they had eaten their
72
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fill, they left for their dens, arriving before daybreak. Some

ot the cows were left with gaping wounds from the fight-
to-death battle.

The early and most successful method of killing off the
wolt packs was by poisoning with sttychnine. But the
second and third poisonings were not successful. The wolf
was a very wise old animal and through intuition and native
cunning he soon learned not to eat any meat touched by
human hands. Pioneers had to resort to other methods,

Experienced wolf hunters were hired. Some wolves
wete caught in log floored pens which had a weighted trap
doot. Inside the pen a calf or pig was placed. Since the
wolt could not scratch under the wood floot, he would
pace around the pen and finally, in desperation, would ump
on top of the cage-like trap and down he would 2o 1nto
the pen through the weighted door, which would then close,
He would make the kill but he was trapped.

Sometimes his mate and as many as three have been
caught at one time in a live baited trap. The Fisheating

Creck area had perhaps the largest wolf packs during the
1880s and 1890s.

Marion Crews of Lake Placid, now deceased, told me
years ago when his father, Charles, lived at what is now
Palmdale the cattlemen decided to have 2 wolf poisoning.
They killed a couple of cattle. The entrails were divided
and put into four corn sacks and securely tied with a rope
about 30 feet long which was tied to the horn of 2 saddle.
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I'tom a selected pond of water, four horsemen dragged
Ihe sacks over the ground for several miles in every
direction and back to the pond where the bait was poisoned
with strychnine. They reasoned that the wolves would
cross the trail and turn and follow it to the pond. Then
(he men returned to the cow camp where they tied up all
the dogs and waited until morning to see the results of
their work.

When they returned the following morning there were
live dead wolves at the edge of the pond, their mouths
wide open and all their teeth showing - an awesome sight
1s expressed by Mr. Crews. After cating the poisoned meat
the wolves went for water and, upon drinking, they died
instantly.

About the turn of the century someone in Arcadia
caught a wolf puppy, raised and trained it. I have found
published reference of the wolf and talked to some who
remembet the animal but have been unable to learn the
name of the party who tamed and owned it.

Uncle Ceylon Carlton of Hicora moved to his present
home in 1910 (the year of the great hurricane). At that
e there were two wolves along the bay galls where the
Consolidated Naval Stores has its new citrus planting on
Hhurricane Creek. In 1911 both were still there butin 1912
therewas only one left. Catlton assumed the two sutvivors
were both males. The remaining wolf or his tracks were
never seen again. 'This was the last wolf seen or heard of
(o my knowledge, If one survived to a later date, [ have

ot heard of .
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and the big cats lost their tertitories and wete being killed
oll, they were forced down into the Fvetglades atea. Now

1 1s assumed that are only forty some odd panthers left in l
Morida. Truly an endangered species.
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— PANTHERS IN FLORIDA
I'am assuming that the wolf became extinct in Florida sl .
on the hills and bay galls around I.ake Placid, one of the p— I don’t supposc anyone could !
last retreats of the bear and panther. s witte about our eatly settlers
0 withou nwmi()ning the fear and ¥
L dread they must have had of the |
Albert DeVane L lorda panther. Many, many l!![f!
1960 _ _ stortes have been written about
Lake Placid Journal D allacks of these fierce cats - i
s vf-;|u_*(‘i;1||y when they WETIC | |'
s |11|tl;_§'t‘y. [ cxpect many settlers
®=TF st their lives to the panthers,
il 1T'he loss of livestock to the et e R ;-I
i) panthers must have been N
il | ating, too, especially to the settlers with only a limited I
pa®  number of animals. T have included Albert DeVane’s two l
- stories about panthets to illustrate why and how these big ' 1
,.,- ®  caiispread so much fear among the early settlers, {1
=" l'inally, though, as the pressure from humans increased {'
e
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[ ake Placid, Florida
March 1959

Dear Mr. McKay:
[ am enclosing a story of Panthers in the Lake Placid area which

happened 37 years ago, when bear and panther were quirte nunierous
in the territory. During this early period I made many bear and
panther hunts and excperienced many thrills and Billy (Bowlegs)

langhed as some new-comer whose bravery ceased when he heard the
dogs and the bear tearing thru the swamp, either clmbing a tree or
Jeaving bis stand for open territory.

Sincerely,
Albert Del/ane

The late J. W. Farr and Lewis Bostich of Wauchula had
a contract to build a graded road 6 miles south of Lake
Placid. At the time, mules and hand labor were used for
such work, Their road camp on Lake Annie consisted of
24 head of mules and 20 negro laborers. The work was
progtessing nicely until a panther came into camp. At the
time, I was living on the Consolidated Land Company’s
grove, about 3 miles north of Mr. Fart’s road camp.

One morning, about two o’clock, I was awakened by
someone knocking on the door and calling my name. 1 it
a lamp, went to the door, and it was Mr. Farr, almost
exhausted. 1 asked him, “What in the world are you doing
out this time of night?” He told this story;

“About midnight, a panther came close to our camp
and began screaming, About the second or third scream,
the mules broke down the lot fence and scattered 1nto the
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woods like wild rabbits. The negros in camp got scared
i were making preparations to leave. I told them to
Lcop therr nerve, the panther would leave in a few minutes.
About that time he screamed again.  All the negros piled
o model 'l l'otrds and headed north.

‘e screamed again and I realized T was the only one
o1 m camp. [ began to get nervous and decided to leave
there also. 1 had no gun and no way to go but to walk. I
opened my pocket knife, took my lantern and left thete “in
hiph ecar’, hollering and swinging my lantern, expecting
cvery step, the first hundred yards, to have to fight that
panther. | didn’t hear him again and 'm thankful to be
here. Goodness knows where Ill find those mules and

pct them back on the job.”

They were a week gathering those mules. They were
scattered over “90 mile prairie”, from Arcadia to Wauchula.
Mi. Iarr had to recruit almost a complete new crew of
nepro laborers for the work, which resumed in about 10
oy,

[t was in the fall ot 1878 Jacob Summerlin drove a herd
ol his catde trom Polk County to the north side of
'isheating Creek (what 1s now Palmdale) built a crevace
and by ox tcam, hauled in poles and made a set of pole

IH‘IIH.

Capt. I© AL Hendry, Reuben Catlton, (son of Alderman
Carlton and brother of Daniel; former governor Carlton’s
prandiather) and Jim Cross were living at Ft. Thompson
(mow TaBelle). Dave Waldron was living at the head of
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(ator Slough or the old guava grove. Jim Hancock was
living at Grasshopper and a small band of Seminole
Indians, including Old Micco, Old Nagey Nancy to the
whites, (who was a former slave belonging to Emathala
Hadjo); Chipco, called by the Indians “Chupco”, her 4
daughters, her son, Jim Jumper and Billy Bowlegs 3rd, also
Capt. Tom Tiger and family a part of the time, were living
about one mile east of new Ft. Center, now known as
Guinnea Ford. This was the ford crossing on Fisheating
Creek on the old government road between Ft. Thompson
and Ft. Bassinger.

These were about all the people living in the territory at
the time (about 1880) Capt. John Whidden bought Jacob
Summetlin’s stock ot cattle in that area. He also bought
out the Indians’ hog claim with the understanding they
would move to another section.

This tertitory around Palmdale was known as C-5 camp,
Judge Ziba King’s beef pasture was south of Fisheating
Creek running from Lake Okeechobee to Nickademas
Slough, known as the “Stockade Pasture.”

In the fall of 1886, Aubury Albritton, Ciscero Platt,
Bob Whitten (son of John and Marian Platt who was
dodging the sheriff) were on a hog hunt in the area. They
had 4 dogs, Bowser and Pug, bull dogs used for catch dogs;
Brindle and Bob, cur dogs used for trailing. At Ft. Center,
the dogs ran a panther up a large live oak tree. All the

guns had been left a camp. Marion had a large knife he
cartied in a sheath. He tied the knife to a pole with his
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huckskin shoe lace and Ciscero sharpened a bay pole about

I Inng.

Marion climbed the oak with the pole and knife to kill
i or knock him out of the tree. He slammed the knife
mto the cat and out he jumped. The dogs covered him
ind Ciscero jabbed the sharpened pole into him. The
panther disregarded the dogs and made for Ciscero. The
(wo bull dogs got hold of him: Ciscero holleting to Marion
lo throw the pole down. Aubury grabbed the pole with
the knife on 1t and with the dogs holding, he finished killing
him. He was 8 teet long from tip to tip.

T'hey had run bear on horseback, killing them with a
knifc on the end of a pole but this was their first panthet
and they were quite proud ot this kill. Bob said, “We
can’t attord to tell anyone about killing this panther with a
pocket knite as no one will believe it. Also you know the
county division election 1s coming up and some of us
decided to run for office. They’d hold it against us.” The
story was not told until after DeSoto County was formed
i 1887,

Albert DeVane
Panthets

As there has not been a panther story (or, as the pioneers
called them, tigers or painters) I shall tell one I have known
lor 55 years and which 1s a true story, having known the
worman caught by the panther personally.
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The story 1s the experience of Eli P. Whidden and his
wife Lavenia. Eli was born near Tampa in what was then
Alachua County, in 1828, six years before the creation of
Hillsboro County in 1834. Descendants on Alafia River
say he was the son of Maxfield Whidden, St., whose wife
was Sophie Crews. They moved from Lowndes County,
(Georgia, prior to 1828. In 1849 Eli married Lavenia Platt,
daughter of Peter Platt, who had a large plantation in the
Hichipucksassa section, now known as the Midway
Community, about tive miles northeast of Plant City. His
orandson still lives on a part of the old homestead.

After his marriage he moved to the southeastern part
ot Hillsborough County in the vicinity of Fort Meade.
Being a small cattleman and a farmer, also doing some
hunting and trapping for the market for a little cash to
furnish the few necessities, and being of an adventurous
spitit, he was always looking for greener pastures.

During the last Seminole War of 1856 to 1858 he served
in Capt. E M. Durrance’s company, having scouted the
area from Okeechobee’s west side to the Calloosahatchee
River, to the Baron River and back up to Fort Myers.

After the war, when Billy Bowlegs and his party left Fort
Myers, May 4, 1858, aboard the steamer, Gray Cloud, for
Arkansas, he returned home still having a desire to move
again farther south. His next move was to what is now
called Sweetwater Community, south of east of Wauchula
on Oak Creek, having looked the area over while in the
service. There he went with his ox team and family to
start 2 new homestead out of the forest.

32

[T hutlt 2 temporary camp, splitting rails to fence in a
small freld and cow pens. He cut the logs for his home,
drapeing them to his homestead, peeling them, having split
oul his cypress shingles, all being on the site. At the next
hip church meeting the announcement was made for a log
rolling at his place. The neighbors came from far and
ncar. "The house was erected, the women cooking a great
[cast and he had a home - all except the floor.

He began splitting and squaring the logs for a puncheon
tloot, having only about one half the space floored as the
process was vety slow, using only an axe, broadaxe and

footadz tor the shaping,

One day, right after noon, he was taking a nap in the
house, his wife was at the spring, his daughter, Laura, 12
years old, was washing the dishes on a table in the yard

and her little baby brother, Bob (actually the baby’s name
was Jim - born in 1870), was playing under the table.

A panther came from the woods and caught the baby
by the foot. Laura grabbed the child, tearing it away from
(he panther, which jumped on her. The screams of the
child and her screams. brought her mother and father and
(he two dogs, who attacked the panther, which then released
her and ran under the puncheon floor.

lili prabbed his gun to kill the panther but soon realized
he might kill one or both of his dogs which, in those days,
were s valuable as any gun. He grabbed the footadz he
lad been using that morning, the dogs having cornered
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the panther under the floor. He raised a puncheon which
had not been nailed fast and killed him with the footadz.
The only panther ever known to be killed before ot since
with a footadz.

Laura and the baby were badly bitten and clawed by the
panther but soon recovered. She later martied Billy Hait,
son of Calvin Hair, an Indian fightet. [ knew her petsonally.
She died in 1923 at Hen Scratch, the place made famous
by Steve Turnbull of the Miami Herald. She was butied 1n
the Whidden cemetery four miles south of Highlands
Hammock near Sebring, 1n Highlands County. One of
her daughters, Ida, who married Henry Colliet, now lives
in Lake Placid, as do many of the grandchildren.

1955
Albert DeVane

Tampa Tribune

Can’t help 1t - just have to tell you the story about the
two young men who were exploting the Everglades when
suddenly a huge, fierce Florida panther leaped out of the
bushes. Both men took off running, but after a shott
distance, one young man stopped to put on his tunning
shoes. The other young man 1n amazement asked, “Why

in the world are you putting on your running shoes? Don't
you know you can’t outrun that panther?” The other man
quietly answered, “l don’t have to. All I have to do 1s

outrun you!”
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